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Singing Contest

On 24th May at the Youth Centre, TPSY held their own version of Britain’s Got Talent. Friends '
of the contestants filled the spectator seats and some even had to stand at the back to cheer |
for the singers who performed as a solo, duo or group. The winner in the Solo category, Chan
Man Shun (4K), stunned the audience with her natural rendition and marvellous guitar skills.
The trio from 5D, Tang Ho King, Tang Hoi Ning and Lee Ho Him was cheered by their female
fans throughout their performance. Junior group winner, Joshua On (1D), impressed by no

means inferior as his innocent presentation and he won loud applause from the audience.

ST

Bible Reading

There is no better way to study English than to read the Bible. With its very rich
content one can learn a wide range of expressions and vocabulary from the
Scriptures. For this reason, the school has organized a lunch Bible Reading
programme. Students get two stamps if they can recite the daily verses. They can
redeem coupons to trade in for tuck shop food and drink. The Bible reading
programme has been well-received by the junior form students.

Oral practice

Our NET teacher, Ms Eva, and the missionaries provide extra oral lessons and small class
teaching to the senior form students during their free lessons and after school. One benefit of
small group teaching is that students have a chance to talk to their teacher in English and they
can raise questions at anytime during the lesson. Teachers also give prompt and timely feedback
to individual students and this facilitates them to practice in groups so they are prepared for the
oral exams. Each class is also allocated Individual Presentation time slots when students present
to either the NET or missionaries on a certain topic. This activity helps develop presentation skills,

confidence and provides an opportunity for personlised feedback.

Test of English for
International Communication (TOEIC)

The school has become the first secondary school in Hong Kong to run the TOEIC programme - the world’'s
leading test of English language proficiency in a workplace context. The test scores are used by over 10,000
companies, government agencies and universities in 120 countries for employment and university admission
purposes. The test indicates how well the candidates can communicate with others in the global workplace setting.
While this test is not compulsory in our school, we encourage our students to take it to gain more experience in
public exams and to improve their listening and reading skills. In this first cohort of TOEIC candidates, 34 of our

students attained scores that met university entrance requirements. Seven of them achieved a score of 800 or
above out of 990.

Visits by Exchange Students

Each year, the school organizes overseas study tours to the USA, Australia, Britain,
Singapore and other English-speaking countries in an attempt to expose students to the
target language. Another news is students who cannot afford these overseas tours need
not feel disadvantaged. This is because our school is visited by exchange students
throughout the year. In February this year, a group of Korean students

stayed in our school for two weeks, attending classes with S.1 — S4

students. Despite the short period of time, many of them developed
friendships with the local students and still keep in contact with them.
Separately, in May this year, our sister school, Union College from the U.S.A,,
sent a dozen students to our school for a cultural exchange. Many of

our students found their U.S. counterparts friendly and enjoyed
chatting with them. The school believes that such exchange

activities can increase their motivation for learning the
.

language and widen their worldview.
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"\% TPSY Provides a Rich English Learning Environment
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Most students in Tai Po Sam Yuk Secondary School (TPSY) live in the New Territories North. They rarely see foreigners in their neigh-
bourhood, nor have a chance to speak English. Therefore, the school endeavours to create a rich English learning environment for
students. We believe that learning should not be confined to the classroom only. So the school has designed a wide range of activities,
inside and outside school, for students to learn English in an interesting and authentic way. Below are some of the highlights from 2011-
2012:

Morning reading

Reading is usually regarded as one of the most effective ways of acquiring a foreign
language. It helps expand students’ vocabulary, improve their spelling, stretch their
imagination and facilitates communication when they read among themselves or with the
teacher. Our missionaries, Ms Alex and Ms Tanita, from the US and the UK respectively, enter
different classrooms every day to read with the students. They also presented all forms with
a cultural exchange presentation, giving students a glimpse of their countries’ culture and

history.

Reading with Primary Students

After acquiring some essential reading skills in the morning reading periods, the students were given
a chance to apply the skills. In April, about 40 students from S.1, as well as some helpers from S3,
visited a neighbouring primary school and read English books with the PG students there. Such
activities not only consolidate their reading skills but also give them a chance to serve the community.

Full of Fun at English Corner

The lunch break is for students to relax and interact with peers. However, it is possible
to learn English and have fun at the same time. To kill these two birds with one stone,
the English Department opens the English corner for students to play interactive games
during the lunch break every day. Students may play the Nintendo Wii, Uno, Scrabble
and engage in other activities with the missionaries and NETs, who provide an authentic

environment for students to learn English.

Co-Curricular Activities

Many students find it boring to study English vocabulary. To provide an
opportunity for them to recycle and consolidate what they learned in
the classroom, the school organized two co-curricular activities for S.1
and S.3 students: a Spelling Bee and Choral Speaking competitions.
Students were fully engaged in the competition in an attempt to win a
prize for their class. 5.3 students in particular, enjoyed the Choral
Speaking competition. Most importantly, the activity reinforced their
cooperation and communication skills, and fostered a sense of
belonging to their class.
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| think the trip was nice. | enjoyed performing at the school. | especially enjoyed the trip to Macau Tower
because the view was great. The Lunch there was fantastic.
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