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Happy Birthday, TPSY

3H Chan Po Shing, John

(Thanks to’An Alien Ate My Homework’, by Kaye
Umansky)

An alien ate a school of 60 years
| assure you, Dad, it's true!

I know you think I'm faking, Dad
But, believe you me, it's true!

I'll tell you how it happened, Dad,

| was going to my school last night

To join its 60th birthday bash.

My school looked like a sumptuous cake
When suddenly a spaceship came

And mouthed it in one take!

It's true, Dad, the alien ate the cake!

“What's that you're saying, Boy?”

OK, OK, old bean, it's just a joke!

Now seriously, school turning 60’s true.
“All right. So how if | join you?”

Happy Birthday, Tai Po Sam Yuk School!
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Happy Birthday, School

3H NgToYing, Kelly

The things | learned in TPSY

Include me knowing good and bad
Play with schoolmates, make mistakes
Punished by teachers, but no regrets.
My classmate Kaifi leaving school

We all will miss him so!

TPSY open for 60 years

She’s just like our mother

Caring for students through 60 years
O how we all love her!

So now we all greet her -

Happy Birthday, Mother!!!

You turn 60 years young.
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Happy Birthday
3H LiWing Chi, Gigi

At 12 years old

| read about this school.

I never will regret

The day | chose this school.
It gave me tons of happiness
It gave me lots of friends.

My school is now 60 years old
“Happy Birthday” we all can shout!
For me, it's more than that.

I thank my school for memories

I'll treasure them for life.

a1 -
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A Poem for TPSY

3H Kwok Lori Heaton

So sad today.

My school’s birthday.

Wanna know why?

My birthday’s on the same day.
You believe me?

| know you don't.

Is happy birthday good or bad?
| just want to lie in bed.

| don't want to see the school aging
And me too getting old

Teachers weaker and talking slowly
Make us sleep like piggies.

Ha, Ha! These are all just jokes!

Our TPSY School is truly good

Kind, nice, wonderful, like an angel.
All good things happen in this school.

My school gives me the friends | like
Our love for it will never end.
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A Poem for TPSY

3H Hoe Sin Ni, Linda

When I'm in trouble
Which is quite often
You help me solve
You me together.

Thank you for 3 long years
You never leave

You're always kind

You're in my mind.

And now I'm sending you
My most sincere gratitude
And blessing from my heart
Happy 60th Birthday!
Happy Anniversary!



Happy Birthday to TPSY

3H Ching Yee Lam, Evelyn

It's my school’s birthday
And it’s a happy day!

We should all celebrate
We should all have fun
Lots planned in our school

We'll enjoy with schoolmates.

We should call our friends,
To celebrate till day’s end.
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Happy Birthday to TPSY

3H CheungTsz Ching, Bowie

Happy birthday to my huge school
The Principal is so very cool!

Reading, writing, listening, speaking
All strengths of our dear school.
Playing instruments, singing, marching
Also not a problem.

Teachers, students, all are smart
Talents in languages, science and art.

Teachers teach us how to bake
Bake a cookie, bake a cake
60th birthday to celebrate.

Happy Birthday to my school

May the best be yet to come.

Hope we're together for very long .....

And often we come back to see our school.



My Favourite Food
1H Khan Abdullah Rizwan

My favourite food is Lasagna. It has a very cheesy
and creamy taste. It's a very famous dish and it can be
found in many fancier restaurants. However, it requires

a lot of ingredients. They are: Parmesan cheese, tomato
paste, spaghetti sauce, some salt and black pepper,
lasagna pasta and sometimes ground beef.

| usually eat lasagna at the weekends. Sometimes, | make it at home
when my father is busy at work or when he is on holiday. | like adding a lot
of Tabasco sauce on it to make it spicy. | think this is one of the best pastas
and | really like the tomato paste that’s in it.

There are many other ingredients for lasagna. However, | didn't want
to add them because, | don't want this paper to be too long and boring. |
hope you liked my report about my favourite food.
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My Favourite Food
1H Lee Chun Hang, Kelvin

| love to eat and also to cook. Among the different
types of foods, Pizza is my favourite. It is delicious and
smells fabulous.

| love cheese pizza a lot. | think it is healthy food
and it can make me strong. | love to make it at home.

My mom makes the best pizzas in the world. | always ask her to do it.
Many times she bribes me with her yummy pizzas to get me to do some
chores for her. | can do anything for her as long as | can get some slices of
her pizzal!

On every family get-together, we make pizza at home to celebrate
the occasion. Especially when there is a birthday. We have pizzas for my
brother’s birthday, my grand parents’ birthday and even for my mom’s and
dad’s anniversary.

To have some fun, we also organize pizza races in terms of who can eat
the maximum number of pizza slices. | can eat many of them so | am usually
the winner. Pizza is not just delicious but also meaningful to me. | love it
very much.
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My Favourite Food
TH Ng EnYi, Elaine

| love eating Hong Kong egg puff. It is the long-
standing popular street food in Hong Kong. The puffs
come in a golden coloured honeycomb shape and give
out a rich cake-flour aroma. They are in fact hollow in
shape. When | take a bite of an egg puff, it has a distinct

texture of a crispy shell with an inner softness.

An egg puff looks like many small round cells put together. It is golden
outside. There is also a lot of choice of flavours such as green tea, chocolate
and strawberry. However, the original flavor still remains the best one, in
my opinion.

Egg puffs are delicious treats for everyone in Hong Kong, residents and
tourists. If you have not tried it, you must have one soon.
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My Favourite Food
1H Sinalubong Diana

| love eating macaroons because they are sweet
and they melt in my mouth. They are so colourful and
come in different shapes and flavors.

Macaroons are popular in France and other parts
of Europe. Now their popularity is slowly spreading
around the world, including Hong Kong. Many people

here buy them.

My favourite Macaroon shop is called “Laduree”, which is a Parisian
store. Although the quality of the macaroons is not as good as those in the
shop in Paris, they are still lovely. So | often go to this shop. Its address is
Shop 211, Level 2, Landmark, Queen’s Road, Central.

There is another popular macaroon shop called “Delifrance”. The price
is quite high, but I think the macaroons are worth the money. You can eat
macaroons at McCafé too and they're quite cheap there.

Most people eat macaroons on special days. | buy it once in a while to
give myself a treat. Macaroons can be made at home too. It may be hard,
but you can try it! | will try to make some soon. | hope you will do the same.



My favourite food
TH Tsui Pui Ki, Angel

Dear Jackie,

Do you know what my favourite food is? It is
cookies. | love them so much that | have tried baking

them a few times. Let me tell you how | do it.
- To bake cookies you need: 1 cup of butter, 3 quarter
cup of sugar, 1 teaspoon of vanilla, one and a half cups of flour, 1 teaspoon
baking soda, 1 teaspoon of salt, 3 cups of oatmeal, 2 cups of chocolate chips
and 2 eggs.

You can follow this process. First, mix the butter and sugar. Second,
add the eggs and vanilla, combine the flour, baking soda, salt and stir them
all well. Then, add the oatmeal, chocolate chips and stir until they are well
blended. Next, use a roller to flatten the mixture on a lightly greased cookie
sheet. After that, use any cookie cutter or even a bottle cap to cut out round
shapes. Then bake them for ten minutes at 180-degree Celsius. Finally, allow
the cookies to cool for five minutes before you enjoy them.

Cookies are my favourite food because they are sweet and crisp, and
easy to make. | hope you will succeed in baking them. | know your parents

will like them too.

Your friend,
Chris
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My Favourite Sport
1K Chan KaYing, Jenny

My favourite sport is badminton. | love this sport
because it is fun and | can play it with my friends,
classmates and family. We can play badminton in
open places such as the playground, the park and a

badminton court.

When | was four years old, | first played badminton
using a small size racquet. | thought it was fun, so whenever | had some
spare time | would ask my big sister to play with me. Now, | am a Hong
Kong Badminton Club member. | play the game once a week. | think
playing badminton can keep me fit.

My favourite sports person is Lin Dan. He is an excellent badminton
player. In fact, he has gotten many awards in different international
competitions.

| love Lin Dan because he is hard-working and when he meets
difficulties he never gives up. Also, he practices badminton seven days a
week. These are the reason why | love badminton and admire Lin Dan.
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My Favourite Sport

1T Leung Tsz Ho, Marco

My favourite sport is football. When | was five years
old, my brother always took me to play football in the
park. | felt that it was very interesting. So, until today,

| still enjoy playing it and get many awards in different
competitions.

| think playing football can make our bodies strong
and healthy. In my football team we always get awards. Also we can make
new friends. | think communication is so important. We can talk about
anything, especially about football skills. If someone doesn't tell us and we
don't talk, how can we do better? Our team will be bad.

My favourite football player is Ronaldo. He is from Portugal. He is a
professional football player. Now he plays for Real Madrid in Spain. He is
very good and powerful! | can learn good football skills by watching him.
He is so hard-working for football. He always practices and he has got many
awards. | like him very much! One day | will go to Spain with my dad and
mom to watch him play.

Finally, | hope | can be hard-working and do well for my football dream.
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Environmental Problem
2H Mang Tsz Lan, Dorothy

The problem of waste disposal is getting serious.
Write an article about the reason why a lot of waste is
generated at school, its effects, and offer suggestions
to help solve the problem at school. Write at least 250
words.

At present, waste disposal has become a big
problem for humans. The world produces an average of 4.9 million tons of
garbage daily, which is nearly 6 times higher than its renewable resources.
This huge amount of rubbish occupies land as well as pollutes the soil,
water and air.

How is this waste generated? With the improvement of living standard,
more and more waste is produced at home, at school and in the business
centres. To curb this problem, we must trace the source of the garbage.
Waste paper accounts for about 10% of the total waste, plastic packaging
takes up 5%, plastic bottles and cartons make up about 35%, while food
contributes the largest proportion - 50%. At school, lesson or learning
materials and documents create piles of waste paper, whereas food waste
and disposable things like plastic utensils are from snacks and lunch.

Such a great deal of garbage has brought great harm to the
environment. The landfills will reach their capacity soon. In addition, it
pollutes the air. In the process of transportation and decomposition, organic
matter produces a stench and releases a large amount of ammonia and
other pollutants to the atmosphere.



In order not to let these hazards worsen, we have to tackle the
problem. The most important of all is to carry out the classification of
garbage at the disposal point. Waste paper recycling rate should be
raised to at least 80%. Since there are recycling bins in each classroom,
we students must throw waste paper into them. In addition, plastic waste
is difficult to deal with. So we should avoid using disposable tableware
and plastic bottles. We should instead bring our own utensils and water
bottles to school. Last but not least, the school can also hold regular talks
to educate and warn students of the harm of thoughtless waste generation
and improper disposal of it. The school should play a significant role in
solving the problem of waste.

The earth is like our mother. She's now sick. So we should do all things
possible to take care of her.
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Environmental Problem
2H Ng Yan Ka, Maggie

The problem of wasting energy is getting serious.
Write an article to offer suggestions how to help solve
this problem at school. Use at least 250 words.

Hong Kong is a small, busy city with over 7 million
people. We can see cars moving quickly along the roads.
The walking pace of people who live in CBDs such as
Central and Causeway Bay is also much faster than in other cities. Therefore,
the demand on energy use is constantly rising. But we know a serious
consequence is coming. It is time for us to start saving energy. How can we
do it? Let’s have a look.

Firstly, we must save water, which will become even more precious
in the future. We must treasure it and use it wisely. We can handwash our
clothes instead of using the washing machine. Also, if you have some
plants at home, you can water them with the water after washing rice.
Furthermore, you may install controls at the taps that can help you save
water. | also put one in my bathroom! Last but not least, we can take a
shower instead of soaking ourselves in the bathtub like a lazy and huge

hippo.

Secondly, in order to save electricity, we can set a fixed time to turn
an electrical appliance on or off. For example, fans, air-conditioners and
dehumidifiers. The weather early in the morning is of lower temperature
so we do not need the air-conditioners on. Just fans at the most. Then
at midday and early afternoon, it’s enough to set the air-conditioning at



25.5°C. As | see it, it's unnecessary to turn the fans on too. What's more,
we need to make more use of natural light throughout the day, especially
when the sun is shining brightly. | don’t understand why we need to have
the lights on when we have a big, natural ‘bulb’! Besides, before the school
or any of us buys a new electrical appliance, we may choose one that has a
label for high energy efficiency level. According to figures from China Light
& Power Company, a Grade 1 fridge saves 35% more electricity than a Grade
3 one! So, clearly, we must think twice before we act. The more energy we
save, the lighter is our electricity bill. This is killing two birds with one stone.

We are citizens of our one world. We have an obligation to protect the
earth. | think none of us wants our home to be destroyed.
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Rubbish

2H Mang Tsz Lan, Dorothy

This morning | took a walk around the school. When
| visited the tuck shop and used the stairs, | saw rubbish
that was not in the bins. This is a serious problem and
we need to tackle it.

One of the most serious littering is around the tuck
shop. Although five big rubbish bins are in the area,
many paper cups, plastic utensils, and leftovers were on the ground. Around
30% of the waste was not in the rubbish bins! Now you can see how serious
the problem is. Besides this, when | walked up and down the stairs | saw
tissue and waste paper strewn all over.

Such a great deal of rubbish has lowered the quality of our school,
which will bring much harm to it in future. Even worse is that it affects
our health. The rubbish on the ground gives off a bad smell and lots of
micro-organisms grow and multiply. In the long run, it will make us sick.
Furthermore, if rubbish is around the school, | believe the students won't
like it since it makes the surroundings dirty and ugly. In order not to let this
happen, here are some things we should do to solve this problem:



» Avoid producing too much waste.

« Avoid using too many disposable utensils and bottles.

» Finish all the food that we have bought.

« Clean our classrooms regularly.

« Throw all rubbish into the rubbish bins.

« Carry out classification of waste collection. Three-coloured bins are
placed on every floor near the lift.

In conclusion, we all are a part of the school. Let’s work together and
build an environmentally friendly school.
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Rubbish
2H Ng Yan Ka, Maggie

This morning | walked around our school, including
the tuck shop area and the basketball court. | saw
rubbish that wasn’t placed in the rubbish bins.

While | was walking around the tuck shop, | saw
something terrible. The rubbish bins were full with
cartons, bottles, plastic cups, aluminum cans and forks.
The soy sauce inside the plastic cup was spilling onto the rubbish that was
on the ground! It seemed like no one took care of that corner. It was messy
and ugly, dirty and smelly!

From there | walked in front of the basketball court. | could see that
rubbish was everywhere, for instance, tissue paper, food wrapping and
plastic bottles. All the rubbish was made by us. We are the ones destroying
the image of the school!

| would like to share a negative effect of littering in school. Firstly, when
parents and students from other schools come to visit they will get a bad
impression of our school. They may even feel that we don't respect them.
Since we are members of this school, cleaning up is our obligation. Why do
we need to do such terrible things to the place where we have most of our
experiences? We are not being responsible and reasonable students. Do
you remember the ‘3Rs’ of our school?

Here are some Do’s and Don'ts:



If one garbage bin is full, we should put our trash in another bin
nearby. Also, we should pick up rubbish that we see lying around, even if it
is not ours. There are three recycle bins on each floor. The brown one is for
plastic bottles, the blue for paper and all other rubbish goes in the third bin.

Don'ts

We must not throw our rubbish on the ground or any other place but
the bins.
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Teen Problems
2H Mang Tsz Lan, Dorothy

Dear Editor,

| am writing to tell readers about two biggest
problems faced by teenagers, including myself. Firstly, | feel
exhausted in my teenage life. | don’'t know what to do since
| have strict parents. They pressure me a lot! Secondly, | am
dissatisfied with my height. | want to talk to someone that |

trust and hope they can give me some advice.

Concerning the first problem, my parents ask me to study all the
time. They don’t let me play or go outside. | feel very tired and stressed
out. They have high expectations of me. If | don't do well, they will be very
disappointed. | know that they care about me and | hope | can have a good
future but everyone has their own dream, right? | want to talk to my parents
and | hope they can understand and support me. | think it's a good way to
solve this problem.

The second problem is that | am dissastisfied with my height. At first |
didn't think | was too short, but then as time passed by, my peers got taller
then me. Even more unbelievable is that my younger sister will soon be taller
than me! It's so embarrassing that | am the shortest. | think the main reason
is that | don't do any exercise. If | want to be taller, | should exercise regularly.
Besides this, | should get enough rest and sleep. Last but not the least, | ought
to drink more milk.
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Although | have some problems, | think my teenage life is good so far.
With some advice, | hope | can solve these problems soon. Do you have any
good advice? | will be very glad to read them in these pages.

Yours truly,
Chris Wong

102

L/

Teen Problems
2H Ng Yan Ka, Maggie

Dear Editor,
There are so many reports in your newspaper

about teen problems. | am writing to talk about these
l problems from a teenager’s point of view.

—

Teenage life is the most relaxing time of human life
but it is also a time filled with problems. Now that | am a teenager, | think
we learn a lot at this age. We are no longer primary school students who
always wait for parents in front of the school gate. This is a remarkable time
in life but with significant problem:s.

One big problem is we are dissatisfied with our appearance. We all care
what people think about the way we dress and how we look. We look at
ourselves in the mirror and are not happy with what we see. We say, “There’s
something wrong with the shape of my body and my appearance.” We do
not feel confident and become pessimistic. Honestly, this isn't something
we should say to ourselves. We should not let other people’s opinion of us
bother our minds so much. It's unnecessary to be as pretty as the K-pop
stars we like.

The other problem is arguing with parents. When my parents come

home, | just say ‘Hi' and go back to my bedroom, pick up my smart phone
and chat with my friends. There is a wall between my parents and me. This
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is the attitude of us teenagers these days. We do not like talking with our
parents and we do not enjoy having to meet with family members. This
is wrong. We should take more care of our parents who are getting older.
However, often times we are naughty. This is not what our parents want for
us. Also in the future we would not like to remember ourselves that way
either.

| hope that we teenagers can solve our problems. | believe that in
time, everything will get better. When we are adults we will remember how
happy we were in childhood.

Yours truly,
Chris Wong
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Cyber Bullying

4T Mak Kim Yan, Joyce

Cyber bullying is a way to hurt people through the
Internet. It is different from common bullying between
real people through face to face confrontation like
laughing at someone or verbally attacking them in front
of others, and physically hitting them. Instead, cyber

l 3 | bullies use text or graphics to hurt or shame others. Such
= " bullies usually edit or Photoshop someone’s picture and
circulate it among their peers. They may also post messages on social media
like Facebook or Instagram in order to ruin someone’s reputation and bring
him or her down.

These days, cyber bullying is fast becoming a serious problem
especially among teenagers. It affects its victims in different ways but
seriously. They will feel ashamed to face others because their self-esteem
has been affected. Aside from that, they start feeling depressed not
knowing what to do next. This leads to crying spells for no apparent reason.
Worst of all, sick of being bullied, some may harm themselves by cutting
their hands; others even try to end their life. People who are victims of cyber
bullying need help since the effects can be extremely serious.

In my opinion, we can help victims by listening to them. We can
encourage them to share their feelings, talk with them and show empathy.
Mostly, people who suffer this kind of abuse just need to be comforted.
They need someone trustworthy. We can give them helpful advice such as
how to ignore false information being spread about them.



Besides talking to victims of cyber bullying, a more long term solution
needs to be considered. | suggest that schools educate students about
the consequences of cyber bullying. They can also share with students the
common causes of bullying and be sure to punish those who bully others.
In addition, students need to learn empathy. They should be taught to
consider how they would feel if they were to become a victim of cyber
bullying.

| hope people understand the seriousness of cyber bullying among
teenagers and join hands to fight against it.
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Stress at school

4T Ngai Kwan Ling, Queenie

Recently there have been some news and articles
mentioning that students are suffering from depression

because of stress at school. There are some main sources
= 4 of this type of stress that | would like to point out.

To begin with, | believe that getting lots of homework

is one of the main sources of stress at school. Teachers

are giving out loads of homework every day so students feel depressed when

trying to finish everything late in the night. Students are tired after a long day

of study; yet, when they go back home, they have to face a pile of homework.

Research says that students in Hong Kong sleep less than 8 hours a day and that

this affects their study the next day. This also supports my idea that homework
is one of the main sources of stress at school.

Secondly, peers or friends are also a main source of stress at school.
During adolescence, teenagers become greatly aware of their appearance
and are self-conscious around their peers. They want to give a good
impression at all times and try hard not to make mistakes or to reveal their
weak points. This pressure leads to depression. Some care so much what
their friends think about them that they become frustrated and depressed.

The third main source of stress for students is taking tests and exams.
They want to get higher marks. The pressure to get good grades does
not only come from themselves but also from their parents, teachers and
even society! In Hong Kong and other competitive societies, people need
to compete with each other in order to get into university. Furthermore,
they need to compete for better jobs and living conditions. In this highly



competitive society students have pressure due to external expectations
and their own desires for a better future. The more pressure students feel,
the closer they get to being depressed.

Above, | have enumerated three main causes of stress at school. |
would like to suggest, however, that when students get homework and
have to study hard, this serves to remind them to care more of their
academic performance and results. This is the positive side of pressure.
On the flip side though, too much pressure leads to stress and then to
depression, which is a serious problem. News reports recently mentioned
cases of students suffering from depression with some even committing
suicide!

To solve the problems of stress at school, | think students need to
practice good time management. This could include setting short term and
long term goals or making a daily time table in order to control the time
spent on studying, relaxing and recreation. This will help students to have a
balanced life. Next, they should build their self-esteem. When someone has
a higher self-esteem it means that they are confident. Students can speak
positively to themselves by saying such things as “l am who | am”and “l can”.
They should not put too much importance on what their friends and school
mates think and instead, go on being themselves. It is unfortunate that
some students have lost their lives. | hope that this letter can help somecne
among my peers.

Yours truly,
Chris Wong
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Application Letter

5T Thong Joey

You recently heard that a major upcoming
athletics event in Hong Kong is looking for volunteers
to guide visitors to the event, staff the venue and fulfill
any specialist duties, such as providing first aid in the
medical room. Write a letter applying to be a volunteer.
In the letter, outline your relevant skills and experience,
and explain how you would benefit from the experience.

Dear Sir/Madam,

Recently | heard that you are organizing a major athletics event in
Hong Kong and that you are looking for volunteers. | have read the job
description and it made me very interested. So | am writing to apply for the
work of a volunteer for this upcoming event.

Educationally, | am a graduate of Tai Wo Secondary School. Coming
from a trilingual background, | am fluent in Putonghua, Cantonese and
English. All my life, whether in curricular or extracurricular activities in
or out of school, at home or anywhere, | have always been known as a
hardworking person. | love working with teammates and | also enjoy
working independently. Multi-tasking is something | like and | have always
managed working under pressure, whether expectations, deadlines, high
number of clients or any other source.



| am happy that | have been able to accumulate a considerable amount
of experience. Last summer holiday, | was a helper in a kindergarten. My
position required me to take over a class when a teacher was absent and to
help teachers organize some school activities. Apart from these, if students
got hurt accidentally, | had to help them and provide some simple first aid.
This summer job taught me a lot including the importance of being patient,
cheerful, resourceful and versatile.

There is another part of the service industry that | gained experienced
from. | was a waitress in a restaurant. Through meeting and serving different
types of diners every day, | learned the importance of being sociable and
giving service with a smile. | soon realized that serving tables was actually a
very challenging job as some customers would get angry easily and complain
loudly even about little things. Many times a day | encountered instances that
could have pissed me off, or even caused me to lose faith in the supposedly
good part of human beings. Instead | focused on becoming an extra careful
worker in order to avoid making any mistake. This was also a highly valuable
lesson for me.

Another aspect of my personality is that | am very sporty. | enjoy
watching sports competitions both on TV as well as in sports grounds.
While in secondary school, | actively participated in track and field events
of our annual school sports. So | am quite familiar with sports facilities and
procedures of sports events. | understand how important it is for helpers
to handle their duties properly and seriously. Therefore, with orientation
and briefing, | know | can handle the work required of volunteers in your
athletics event.

In closing, | believe that | am a suitable candidate to be a volunteer in
your upcoming athletics event. As a sporty person, | have participated in
many sports competitions which made me familiar with the set-up of sports
events. | can multi-task, work under pressure and also independently. | hope
that | can be considered for this position. | can be contacted at 9123-4567.

Thank you very much for your kind consideration. | hope to hear from
you soon.

Yours faithfully,
Chris Wong
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Complaint Letter

5T Deng Ranfei, Effie
Dear Sir/Madam,
| am writing to file a complaint about the

harassment |, a resident, have suffered from the large
number of dogs in our housing estate.

| moved into this estate five years ago. | made the
choice because of my allergic rhinitis. Everyone | spoke to told me it was
common knowledge that keeping dogs was not allowed here. It was a
perfect fit for me!

At the beginning of last month, new neighbors moved into Flat 606.
Then the harassment and conflict started: they came with eight dogs! Surely
they were told that this was not possible in this estate? | am disappointed in
your failure to fulfill your responsibilities and uphold the estate rules.

| would like you to understand how much inconvenience and stress
the neighbour’s dogs have caused, and are causing, to my family. My little
sister is sorely afraid. She is irritated every day and does not want to return
home from school or outing. When relatives and friends visit us, the dogs
bark at them and make a noise throughout their time with us. They annoy
our guests and make us, the hosts, stressed out. They bark loudly at night
too! This is affecting my daily work and health. My allergic rhinitis, which
came under control after | moved here, is now back in a worse state. It must
be the dog hair flying around. When | went to see a doctor a few days ago,
she suggested that | stay far away from dogs. This means that as long as my
neighbour’s dogs are here, | cannot get my health back.
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My family and | are not alone in suffering from this harassment. The
other neighbours are distressed too. Last week we had a talk about this
problem. We all agreed that it was high time for us to take concrete action
to stop our plight getting worse. That is the reason for this letter.

Dogs are innocent creatures. So who is to blame? Their owners, of
course. And also the Management Authority. So | urge you to look into this
issue of dog-keeping and solve the problem as soon as possible. | suggest
that first you remind them of the rules of the estate and advise them to
find another home for their dogs. If you do not get a response, you should
issue a warning to them that they might need to move out of the estate. If
they continue to show indifference to all these actions, you can levy a hefty
monetary punishment on them and finally, issue an eviction notice to them.

| have always thought highly of the efficiency of your monitoring
team. So | am disappointed that this incident was allowed to take place. |
would appreciate a favourable response to my request. | can be contacted
at 2345-678. 1 hope that this problem can be solved as soon as possible.

Yours faithfully,
Chris Wong

Flat 605, Block C
Green Hillview Estate
Tai Po, NT



Proposal Letter

5T Tang Siyue, Cici

Dear Principal,

Thank you very much for the information that the

: school is organizing a talk for the post-examination

week in June and for inviting the Students’ Union to give

‘ an opinion on a speaker to be invited. We, members of

. " the Students’ Union, have met to discuss who would be
the best invitee.

Our discussion was around the question: would a celebrity or a non-
celebrity be a more effective as a guest speaker to our student body. Our
final decision was to propose that you invite a celebrity. Below, | will explain
the reasons for this proposal, the concerns to address, and which celebrities
we would recommend.

Reasons

We believe that a celebrity will be the most suitable speaker to our
students. There are many reasons. First and foremost, the students will be
more willing to listen to a celebrity, especially if he or she is well-known to
them. In fact, as soon as they know the name of the speaker, they will be not
only excited but also interested. In the hall, they will pay close attention and
be focused through the speech. Therefore, they will receive all the messages
that the speaker conveys to them. Actually, words spoken by celebrities are
more convincing to teenagers than those by people of other professions
because most of them are already taken as role models by the youngsters.

Another advantage of celebrity speakers is that they know how to
express themselves better than people in other professions. The reason
is that they are always in the public eye, speaking to the media and
interacting with their fans and the general public. They are highly used
to being interviewed and holding press conferences. They know how
to address a point and to hold the interest of their fans. So their skills of
explaining and expressing themselves are well-developed, including their
style. The celebrity we invite will be no exception. He or she will be calm
and entertaining in his or her presentation and deliver the messages to our
students very clearly.

Students are interested in celebrities not just for star-gazing, star-
worship or gossip. We are interested in celebrities’ lives because we
know they are hardworking, positive and optimistic. These are excellent
characteristics that all students should try to develop. So the celebrity we
invite can tell us stories of their growing-up years, their hopes and dreames,
and their development process. These can teach our students how to face
challenges of study and life positively and optimistically, at the same time
striving to become a good person. So if a celebrity is invited as speaker for
our school programme, the students will not only be interested in‘who’ they
will see and hear but also in‘what’ they will hear. We have no doubt that our
students can learn a correct attitude to life from the stories and experiences
of the celebrity. This will be highly beneficial to all of us young people.



Concerns

Everything in life has two sides — pluses and minuses, advantages and
disadvantages, benefits and drawbacks. If the celebrity we invite has had
some bad behavior, most likely our students have forgiven him or her. More
importantly, they will learn from his or her mistake. In other words, they will
know what pitfalls to watch out for and what to avoid in their own lives. So,
such a celebrity should have an attitude of recognizing his or her mistake
and show that he/she has already overcome it.

It is understandable that a celebrity should be chosen carefully. We
want the most favourable influence on our students. So, stars like Jill Vidal,
Kelvin Kwan and Jaycee Fong Cho-ming are not in our list. The reason is that
drug-taking is a particularly bad behavior. Besides drug abuse, other types
of bad behavior include alcohol abuse and promiscuity.

A top nhame

We think that Angelbaby is one of the celebrities we can consider
inviting to our school. Although young, she has a large number of fans
and is a good role model to teenagers. She has a positive attitude, is
hardworking and charismatic. She fully meets our requirements.

L/

To conclude, we propose inviting celebrities such as Angelbaby to be
the speaker for the post-exam talk. We believe that with their charisma,
fame and good character, they will be more suitable and effective than non-
celebrities.

Please let us know your decision as soon as you can so that we can
start promoting the talk and preparing the hall. If you would like to know
the names of other celebrities in our shortlist, we will be happy to give them
to you.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.
Yours faithfully,

Chris Wong
Member of Students’ Union



Letter to Editor

5T Yu Miriam

The human desire to look attractive is universal and
because of this, cosmetic surgery is now a multi-million
dollar industry. Write a letter to the editor of the Hong
Kong Express about the obsession with physical beauty.
(HKDSE 2012)

Dear Editor,

The desire to look attractive is observable in the animal kingdom and
even more so among human beings. It is universal and natural. Throughout
history, people have shown great creativity in what they wear on their
heads, their ears and in fact, all over their bodies.

But what makes me sad is that nowadays, there is a universal obsession
with physical beauty. It must be achieved. Not just by wearing something
or applying something but at any cost! It that includes changing natural
features through cosmetic surgery or other risky procedures, it's OK. If it
requires loads of money, no problem!

My opinion is that physical beauty is not that important. But why are
people so obsessed with it? First of all, it is due to the strong influence of
stars or celebrities. These entertainment personalities are seen almost daily
on small, medium and big screens, billboards, glossy spreads and other
avenues. All of them have almost ‘perfect’ appearance. They influence
viewers to think that physical beauty equals attractiveness, goodness
and success. Youngsters may think they can become popular, famous and
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successful in school if they are pretty or handsome. For people in the 20-30
age bracket, they may be influenced to think that physical beauty can help
them climb higher in their career or even assuage their relationships with
peers and colleagues. Equally pitiful, those who are moving on in years find
it hard to accept changes brought to their appearance by the passage of
time. In their hearts, a desire arises to get back the looks they had. They look
up to older stars who are seemingly successful in their fight against time
through cosmetic surgery. Finally, nothing can stop them from trying to
achieve this unnecessary goal.

Honestly, this phenomenon is negative and makes me worried. It has
made cosmetic surgery common and socially acceptable. In turn, this has
given rise to a serious problem - bogus doctors to meet the large demand
for cosmetic surgery. Beauty clinics spring up, sometimes with no proper
licence, staffed by untrained beauticians, nurses and doctors. Some may
actually even be criminals! Cosmetic surgery involves an element of risk
but in this situation, it is full of hazards. Stories are heard of people, young
and old, being rushed from a beauty clinic to hospital where in the end,
they lose their lives. What a price to pay for beauty that is skin deep! People
should recognize how perilous cosmetic surgery is.

Besides the grave dangers to life, there are other risks that people
must consider. Cosmetic surgery builds on people’s desires, vanity, pride,
dissatisfaction and hopes. It promises them the world. Yet, even when it
is successful, it is never 100%. More importantly, unsuccessful cases can
easily be seen or read about in the media. No artificial beauty, and natural
beauty is already destroyed! Pity the people who will be negatively affected



- physically, socially and mentally - through their entire lives. Cosmetic
surgery is not just applying lipstick or make-up on your face to enhance
your natural beauty. It brings changes, or disfigurement, to your face or
body that will last a lifetime. Therefore, we must consider all angles carefully
before we make a move towards cosmetic surgery.

Beauty is not just on the shape of eyes, chin or body. It is in a whole
person who is physically healthy, and also healthy emotionally, socially and
mentally. So it is my opinion that people should focus more on developing
this internal beauty, which is the quality of our mind and character. Think
deeply: if you have a good outward appearance but are impolite, treat
others rudely and have bad personality, will you have a good relationship
with your peers and enjoy a meaningful life? Certainly not. Conversely, if
you are not ‘pretty’ but are friendly, polite, helpful and considerate, | am sure
so many people will be attracted to you because of your awesome internal
beauty. Such a life is indeed successful and pleasurable.

In conclusion, physical beauty is just skin deep. It is short-term. Internal
beauty, on the other hand, lasts forever. It should be one’s highest treasure
for it will make him or her truly successful, liked, loved, and valued by
everyone. Therefore, | urge people to be happy with their own features and
innate beauty. We are born to be ourselves and not to copy celebrities. The
direction that society is taking is wrong! It is time for all of us to re-focus
on the beauty that comes from our character and minds. Let us not blindly
follow the present destructive trend.

Yours truly,
Chris Wong
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BOOk RepOrt

5T Florece Cherry

A Book Report

é Roald Dahl’s stories are well loved by children
Ee all over the world. ‘The Twits' is no exception. It was
published in 1980. In 2007 the story was adapted for the

\ l éf_' stage. Disney has plans to adapt it for a movie.

In this story the main characters are Mr. and Mrs. Twit. They both have
ugly faces due to their ugly thoughts. Mr. Twit is one of the hairy-faced
men. Aged sixty, he has a dirty and nasty beard which he hasn't washed for
years. All the little leftover food can be seen on his straight hair that sticks
out as his beard. On the other hand, Mrs. Twit has a wonky nose, a crooked

mouth, a double chin and stick-out teeth. But she wasn’t born ugly. She
turned so because of all the ugly thoughts that inhabit her brain.

Mr. and Mrs. Twit have only ugly thoughts for each other as well. They
constantly think about how to make fun of each other as well as trick each
other. For example, one will put a glass eye in a mug, and Mr. Twit will slip a
frog between Mrs. Twit's sheets. The result of all of this is that they have the
ugliness reflected on their faces.

If | had the opportunity to add another character to this story; | would
create a character that would be able to help them to change for the better
bit by bit. For example, adding a child or a nice and generous man could
achieve such. | would have liked to help Mr. and Mrs. Twit to change for
the better, instead of just letting them vanish in the end. It may seem a
little dull or plain to others, but for me it would have been a life twisting



event since it would probably help the readers. To actually think that no
matter how bad or ugly they were they would still have the chance to make
amends and not simply disappear at the end of the story is, | believe, a good
thing.

My point of view of the story is totally different from that of the writer.
In my opinion, | think the writer's point is that bad people on this earth
should just disappear to make this world a better place. |, on the other
hand, feel that bad people do exist on this earth and this is something that
we can't change but simply accept. However, what we can do is to try
different methods to help them to change and become better. Although
it is a long shot, we still need to try because bad people are human beings
after all, and we all make mistakes. But just because we may make a lot
of mistakes, it doesn't mean that we are undeserving of forgiveness or
unforgivable that we should simply be labeled as a bad person. This is what
| learnt from reading the story of The Twits.
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Book Report
5T Hui Po Sui, Angel

Title: The Twits

Author: Roald Dahl (1916-1990)
Genre: Children’s fiction

Year published: 1980

No. of pages: 96

Illustrator: Quentin Blake
Publisher: Puffin Books

Roald Dahl was a British novelist who is best remembered for his 19
children’s books. Children all over the world know his stories such as ‘Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory’ and the recently-released film, ‘The BFG. For my
book report, | decided to read ‘The Twits’.

Summary

As the title suggests, this book is about a couple - Mr and Mrs Twit.
They are hairy, dirty, smelly, rude and disgusting in every way. They also play
terrible tricks on each other. The illustrator, Quentin Blake, did such a great
job in the book that though the Twits are repulsive people, | like looking at
his illustrations of them.

In addition to the negative characteristics mentioned above, Mr and
Mrs Twit are very cruel to animals. They force the monkeys in their garden to
stand upside down to be trained for six hours every day. Besides this, they
place glue on the tree and when birds get stuck on it, they collect them, place
them in a cage and later make bird pie out of them. Every day they kill a lot of
birds and hurt the monkeys. Needless to say, all the animals hate the Twits.



One day, a bird flies all the way from Africa to communicate with the
monkeys. It saves the birds and helps the monkeys escape. Before they all
make their escape, they trick the Twits into standing upside down. Then
they shrink and finally vanish!

Reflection

Roald Dahl achieved great success in making young readers like me
hate what the Twits represented. After | finished reading the book, | told
myself that | should treat everybody nicely and | must not hurt anyone, and
that includes animals. | learned that we will pay for our bad actions, just like
the Twits did. Thus, | will try my best to be a friendly, helpful and considerate
person throughout the years of my life. I've also learned that what we think
will affect how we look. If we always think of something bad, our faces will
turn ugly. So | will focus my mind on something good and positive, and
avoid the bad or the negative, be it in a thing or a person. | do not want to
be an ugly girl!

| hated Mr and Mrs Twit a lot while reading the book. “How can they be
so heartless?” | asked myself a lot of times. | hate them even more now.

An additional character

If | could add one more character to the story, | would give a daughter
to the Twits. She would be called Ms Twit. Although she had parents who
were dirty inside and out, she would not be like them. In fact, she would be
the exact opposite of them. | would have her play with the monkeys and
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talk with the birds. She would not play tricks on her parents or on anybody
else. Gradually she would be able to persuade her parents to stop torturing
the monkeys and eating the birds. In the end, she would be able to bring a
total change to her parents’ personality and appearance.

Ms Twit would go to school, but a lot of her classmates would call her
ugly and dirty. They would be annoyed with her simply because of who
her parents were. But Ms Twit wouldn't care and would just go on being
the pleasant, caring and confident person she was. In the end, she would
win her classmates over and they would ask her for forgiveness for being
prejudiced against her.
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Celebrities

5T He Shan, Dora

| think celebrities should always be a role model,
especially for young people. Fans pay attention to them
and follow their behavior as they think that their favorite
celebrities always do good things. When celebrities
behave badly, they will create a wrong impression on

their fans and mislead them. Hence, | think celebrities
can easily have a negative effect on teenagers.

In recent years, some classical musicians have adopted pop star
image. So they have become more popular with teenagers and are seen
as celebrities. Yundi Li is a famous young pianist and he can play the
compositions of Chopin or any composer exceedingly well. If you want to
be a good pianist, it is very challenging as you should play the piano 4 to 5
hours per day to practice a piece. Recently, Yundi Li participated in reality
television shows. Because of this, he did not have enough time to practice
and it led him to make an error during his concert in Korea.

When the concert ended, he became a hot topic of discussion among
many fans. The discussion was about how Yundi Li did not prepare well
before the concert as he did not focus on his job. Teenagers may have felt
like he did not care about his job and that it is not important to prepare for
the concert. This can lead them to think hanging around with friends and
playing games are more important than their job as students. They will not
prepare enough for their studies and examinations. This can seriously affect
teenagers’ preparation for their DSE exam and their studies.
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What's more, Yundi Li did not apologize to the audience and his fans
after the concert. He did not admit to any errors and said that he listened
to the order from the conductor. He is not a good role model as he did not
recognize his mistakes. His behavior will affect teenagers' values as they
will learn how to 'pass the buck' and not take responsibility for their wrong
doings.

In conclusion, celebrities are very important for teenagers. Most of
them follow celebrities closely and look up to them as role models. They
take note of celebrities' behaviour and learn from it. Perhaps this could
place additional stress on celebrities. But because of their strong influence,
they need to bear in mind that they have the responsibility to be good role
models to their fans, especially teenagers.



Celebrities

5T Leung Wing Man

In modern times, people worship celebrities. These
are highly attractive, especially to teenagers and ladies.
But why?

- There are many reasons for this phenomenon.

I Firstly, young people appreciate celebrities because of

their talents. They have admirable ability in different

areas of entertainment, such as singing, acting, sports, etc. Some of them

are brilliant in one area and others possess multiple talents. In addition,

people desire to be as charming and popular as celebrities, so they see their

favorite star as a role model. They are willing to learn from them and even
imitate their behavior.

Celebrities bring us entertainment. We can release our stress through
watching their work. Nonetheless, they may also exert a negative influence.
Teenagers regard them as role models in attire, hairstyle, speech and body
language, and even of behavior. Consequently, if celebrities do some awful
things, they will lead teenagers along the wrong path. | would like to give
some examples to support my view.

Michael Joseph Jackson was an American singer, songwriter, record
producer, dancer, and actor. He was called the King of Pop. His contributions
to different areas along with his personal life made him a global figure
for over four decades. Yet, he was not a favorable example to teens. He
changed his appearance through multiple cosmetic surgeries and extreme
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dieting, which later led him to suffer from anorexia nervosa. He did those
things because he desired a "dancer's body” He attempted to change his
appearance to make himself more successful. He was not satisfied with
what he owned and placed a wrong value on beauty. That was the main
reason he was so concerned with outward appearance and did those
terrible actions, which had an adverse impact on his worshippers, especially
the younger ones.

Leung Chun Ying, also known as CY Leung, is a Hong Kong politician
who is the third and incumbent Chief Executive of the HKSAR government.
All of us in Hong Kong recognize him. However, there are so many scandals
about him. For examples, illegal structures in his house, questionable
income from companies and using tear gas to settle Umbrella Revolution,
which instead inspired tens of thousands of citizens to join in. Last month,
he was involved in a scandal about abuse of power. He is not only a
celebrity but also the leader of Hong Kong. He definitely should set a good
example to citizens, especially to young people. Unfortunately, the one who
is supposed to lead residents was involved in many disgraceful happenings,
and sets a terrible example. How can young people be expected to play
their part well?

Even though pop stars are attractive, teenagers should be concerned
about what behavior we can learn from them. Most importantly, we must
not blindly imitate and worship them.



Class Presentation
5T Cheung Yan Fong, Francis

Good morning, teachers and classmates. Today
| would like to share with you my dream job. Can you
guess what it is? Well, here it is.

My dream job is to be an astronaut. When | was

| . young, | watched the TV news and saw an item about
1 : Yang Liwei. He was the first person sent into space by
the Chinese Space Program. All the TV channels carried the same news!
Every single reporter was talking about this first to venture into outer space.

A few years have passed and | am now a teenager. But | still imagine
myself as an astronaut, the one who controls the Shenzhou spaceship. |
also picture myself as the first Hongkonger to see the most unbelievably
beautiful view — planet Earth, the blue ball, our home. Though we say ‘blue
the colour of Earth from space is really the most unique one. Seeing it with
my own eyes - that will be the most memorable experience of my life.

Now to another reason why my dream job is to be an astronaut
and not a teacher, doctor, etc. It is to be transported to a totally different
environment. | will be out of the force of gravity. So, everything I've learned
and got used to will have to change. For example, the way of eating,
drinking, brushing my teeth and sleeping. Then, when | return to Earth after
exploring the universe, | will be interviewed by the world’s media. | will be
famous!
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So friends, these are the reasons why being an astronaut is my dream
job. Let me emphasize the word ‘dream’. Not because it is impossible for me
to achieve the academic level or the skills. Rather, it is because of something
you all know: | am not a sporty guy! My body is not suitable for strenuous
exercise or physically demanding jobs. So | can only imagine and wish it was
true. Believe me, | will not stop imagining myself as an astronaut, captain of
a spaceship flying through the vast outer space. You know what? | feel good
just talking about it!

Thank you.
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Success speech

5T Huang Jiaxin, Mandy

Good morning, Principal, teachers and schoolmates.
Today | would like to talk about success. In one form or
another, we all want it. But what is it, really?

There are a lot of factors which affect people’s lives,

some of which will lead someone to be successful. For

il ~ instance, education, good work ethic, an attitude of self-

motivation, a drive for efficiency, passion, good relationship with others,

good character and so on. Everyone has different views of what defines a

successful person. Although most of them include the ingredient of being
rich, I am against the popular notion that wealth is a symbol of success.

Success can be defined in many ways. For starters, educational
attainment is an important factor that defines success. In our society, the
highest paid people are those who have a higher than average educational
level and accomplishment. They possess a greater knowledge of critical facts,
ideas, and information than the average person in their fields. As a result,
they are able to make a more valuable contribution to a knowledge-based
society and lead the best life possible. They are valued more, respected
more and ultimately paid more and promoted more often. Therefore,
educational attainment can be a standard by which success is defined.

Let me now move to self-motivation. Someone who is self-motivated
tends to get a larger amount of work done in a shorter amount of time. In
contrast, a person with lower self- motivation takes more valuable time
to complete an assignment, which inevitably places him or her at a lower
efficiency level. Furthermore, the former will execute better on their jobs
than disorganized lollygagging people. They think before they act, they
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make a list and set priorities before they begin. They consider the likelihood
of consequences, the possible positive and negative outcomes of what
they are doing. Therefore, as | explained earlier, good work habits with self-
motivated attitude can be another standard by which success is defined.

Coming now to my last point, but certainly not the least, character is a
crucial aspect of the life of a successful person. For instance, someone who
involves himself or herself in charity work can be considered successful. They
sacrifice their time and abilities to work for the good of the less fortunate.
Then there are those who spend a lot of time and effort on their work, and
are paid because of the sacrifices they make to fulfill their duties in the best
possible way. In the end, instead of spending their income on frivolous,
personal pleasures, they donate it to poor regions in order to support
children who can’t pay their tuition fees. Others donate on a monthly basis
to help families in need. Society appreciates people who are materialistically
successful but more so the generous, selfless people who are kind and
respectful of all classes of society. Thus | would say that character is an
essential criterion to define a successful person.

In conclusion, wealth should not be the definition of success. How
much did Mother Teresa have to her name? Nothing worth mentioning. So,
success does not belong to those who have thick wallets and massive bank
balances but to those who are rich in character. It belongs to people with
work ethic and possessing a fighter's mentality. It also belongs to those who
make sacrifices to become a better person and a contributor to everyday life
in our society. Therefore, these are the characteristics that should be looked
upon as true symbols of success.

Thank you.
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Graduation Speech
6T Pan Zihong, Patrick

Honourable Chief Guest, Respected Guests,
Principal, Teachers, School Staff, Parents, Family members
and Friends, and last of all, my fellow graduates,

This afternoon, | am greatly honoured to deliver
this graduation speech before you.

When | received this invitation, | was elated, but when | picked up the
pen to write this speech, | started to panic. What have | done? This is English
paper 2 all over again!

Three hours later, | could only conjure up 6 letters: SPEECH

It is not that | have nothing to say, but that | have too much that | want
to say.

| want to tell you about those precious moments during the sports
meeting. | have to be honest that | have only participated in one track
competition which was the relay race of the graduating students. As long as
| close my eyes, | can still feel the excitement of that day. It was not because
of the medals that we won. The reason is because when | was racing on
the field, | could truly feel that my classmates and | were linked together.
At that very moment, all of us shared one heartbeat. In a short 30 seconds
the feeling was deeper than that of being family. It was a moment that will
always linger in my memory and one | will truly treasure.
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Lessons. We were here from 8:00 in the morning to at times 6:00 in
the evening. Ordinary lessons like Mr. Tam’s class | can recall just sitting
there day dreaming. Other classmates, asking weird questions and Mr.
Tam answering them patiently. Such an ordinary lesson, but | consider it
as one of those important moments of my life. Why? Maybe it is because
deep down | clearly know that years later if | try to recall my school life, the
first image that will hop into my mind won't be exams or homework. The
first thing that | will remember would be all those ordinary classes. Because
those classes are part of our youth. And every moment of the classes are
the reason why we are who we are today. Not just Chinese History but day
in and out we went through gaining knowledge.

Suddenly it hit me, | was saying good bye.

Then | recalled the first time that | walked in this school. | felt nervous
and scared. Yet its settings became slowly familiar to me. | felt comfortable
here. | felt grateful for all the lessons that | havelearnt. Most of all | felt
loved. It may sound strange, but | felt like a child and our school was our
mother. TPSY educated us. She allowed us to meet each other, trained
us to be better people. All she ever wants is that we live our lives happily,
righteously and with no regrets. It does not matter whether we become
rich, famous or influential; what matters most is that we have learnt to be
people who could better serve our community.
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