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FOREWORD

What a joy it is for me at the beginning of this academic year to present
to you a compilation of what our students wrote last year. It thrills me to read
how our young people express themselves creatively and appealingly in both
their mother tongue and in our world’s second language, English.

It is my pleasure to invite you to read every piece of writing in this
booklet. Though the language proficiency of our students is certainly a work
in progress, their present written products can not only be enjoyed but even
admired. I salute each one of them for their clarity of expression, their
conscious effort at ‘composing’, their persistence, and for the level of skill that
they have already attained.

Our school’s Publications team has done well to give us this booklet as
we see it. Only a small sample can be included in a publication such as this,
and I know there are budding writers in every class. My deep gratitude goes to
our language teachers who have done so well in explaining the uses of, and
cultivating the skills needed for, writing. You unceasingly think of novel and
effective ways to motivate these young writers. I promise you my unstinting
support as you continue to equip and nurture them in the days ahead.

Present between the lines of this booklet is a clear indication of brighter
things to come — every student an avid reader and prolific writer, every student
bilingually proficient in every discipline. This is our mandate as educators.
This 1s our commission — to help every young person in our tutelage reach his
or her potential for the good of the community and the glory of God.

Thank you very much for your support. Do enjoy your reading.

Lawrence Yu, Ed. D.
Principal
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Lucky Money
2H Chan Ka Wing, Angela

Young people love the Chinese New Year because it is a long
holiday. But the main reason is they can get a lot of laisee. After
they get this thing, they will be very happy.

But do you know what ‘laisee’ is? It is lucky money that
married people need to give to unmarried people. Also the old
people need to give to the young. They put new notes inside red
packets. Young people receive them with two hands and they
must say, “Kung Hei Fat Choi”. A red packet is meaningful. It means
for the next year you will be healthy and your work will be better.

Do you know what young people usually do after they get the
red packet money? Some of them will put it in the bank, some will use it for shopping.
Some others will donate it to charity.

| think the best way is to put all our laisee in our bank accounts. The reason is that
when we grow up and don’t have enough money, we can take out from the bank. No worry!

Joys of Easter
2H Lam Wing Tung, Kitty

Easter is a Christian festival. It is celebrated on one weekend
of March. It starts on Friday because Jesus died that day on the
cross, and before sunset he was put in the grave. He rested
through Saturday, and on Sunday morning Jesus came out of the
grave. That is why most people of the world celebrate Easter. The
Chinese name of this festival makes the meaning very clear. Hong
Kong also has Easter Monday holiday.

| @ ) For schools, Easter holiday is not just over the Easter
weekend. It is a spring break of 9-10 days. So in this holiday we
can have special activities. For example, families can go on overseas trips. If they stay in
Hong Kong, they can go hiking or picnicking together. The best thing for students is that
we can have a rest in this break, go anywhere we want or do anything we feel like. But
schools don’t want students to totally forget their studies. Teachers give us quite a lot of
homewark. Therefore, after we have relaxed and been out with friends, we need to read
and finish our homework.

S0, Jesus living again and the spring break from school makes Easter a great holiday
in March. It gives us much joy and happiness.

The Tradition of Laisee
2H Lun Wai Liam, Isaac

Young pecple get excited when the Chinese New Year comes.
They will not have to go to school for 10-12 days! But the main
reason for their happiness is that during this festival they can get a
lot of laisee from parents, grandparents and other married adults.

The tradition of laisee comes from the Mainland. People
want to get lucky in the New Year so they will give lucky money to
young family members. For giving laisee, people should wear red
clothes. In Chinese tradition, they think red is for good luck so the
decorations during this festival are also in red colour.

Another important tradition during Chinese New Year is a family reunion dinner.
During this time, older people will give laisee packets to the young. The person who
receives needs to say the greeting, “Kung Hei Fat Choi”. This is to wish good luck to the
older people.

Many young people spend their laisee money freely. Before the holiday ends it is all
gone. | think the best way to spend it is to buy stuff for study so that we will be mare
successful in the future.

Crispy Clean Notes
2H Sinalubong Des F Ladiao

Children and young people love the Chinese New Year. First
of all, it gives them an almost 2-week break from school. But the
main reason is that during this festival they can get laisee. This is
lucky money given to them by parents, grandparents, uncles,
aunts and other married people. It is put inside red envelopes.
Laisee money is usually new notes from the bank so they are
crispy and clean.

Young people can use their laisee maney to buy things that
they want such as new electronic devices that they can entertain
themselves with or they can buy the latest fashion items like shoes, clothes and accessories.

Another good method of using laisee money is to save it either at home in a piggy
bank or in a personal bank account. The next time we get more money we can add to the
savings. This way we can buy bigger or more expensive itemns that we may need in future.

In conclusion, young people love the Chinese New Year because they receive laisee.
It is lucky money that they can use for their own pleasures, buy what they need, or save
for the future.
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Email to a friend
1H Tsang Hin Hei, Simon

From: sans@gmail.com
To: coolskeleton85@gmail.com
Subject: My Secondary School Life

Hi bro,

How are you doing? I'm pretty fine here with Dad. Also I'm
studying in a new school.

This school has lots of facilities like library, canteen, science

lab, gym and many special rooms. There are so many | can't

mention all of them. My favourite is the canteen. | can relax there after lessons - sitting,
eating and chatting.

My favourite school subject is Science. It's really fun to do science stuff with my
classmates. With the teacher watching and helping us, of course.

There are a few clubs in this school for students to join. | like the Science Club
because it is really fun to do experiments.

I'm enjoying my secondary school life very much. Well, the only thing that | don't like
is that the school is far from my home. | usually need almost two hours to travel to and
from schoal.

Now how about you? I'd like to know about your school life. Send me an email if you
wanna share.

Take care,
Sans

Email to a friend
1H Wong Hoi Tung, Chloe

om: chloe@gmail.com
To: tammy@gmail.com
Subject: My School Life

Hello Tam,

How are things going? I'm writing just to tell you about my
school life

I'm in a new school this year because | finished primary

school. My favourite facility here is the library. We can get a lot of

extra knowledge there. It has many comfortable seats where we can sit and study quietly.

I usually go there with my best friend during recess. | will introduce some books to them
because | want them to read more.

My favourite school subject is PE because I'm good at it. It is interesting to learn how
to play badminton, and being a good badmintan player is my dream. | am learning to play
this sport at the moment so | feel excited.

This school has many clubs for students to join. My favourite is the choir because |
love singing so much. | always sing at home. | have choir practice every Thursday. That's
hard but it's something | like.

So far, | love my secondary school very much. The only thing | don't like is that it’s far
from my home. Travelling is a bit inconvenient.

That’s all for now. Please write and tell me about your school life.

Love,
Chloe
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Email to a friend

2D Leung Wun Hin, Jeremy

Dear Andy,

How are you? | hope you're fine. I'm doing well, and happy
with my studies too.

Now | am studying in Tai Po Sam Yuk Secondary School. It is
quite a good school and | like it very much. Therefore, I'm going to
share with you my experience here every day.

This morning on my way to school, | met my classmate at Tai
Wo Station. We were happy to see each other and we walked to
school together. When we arrived, we went first to the tuck shop to buy our breakfast.
While we were eating, other friends joined us and we chatted happily. The bell rang and
we lined up in the playground for morning worship. After that, we walked up to our
classroom and our lessons started. We learned many different things and felt happy
during the lessons.

After we finished all our lessons, our classmaster asked us to check what we learned
and what we have to do tonight. Then she returned our mobile phones. We said
‘goodbye” and you know where we went? Straight to the playground! We played football
until 7:00 p.m. This is the thing that we always do after school. Do you play football?

Oh! | forgot to cook dinner for my mother! | need to start it now. Talk to you soon.
Bye!

Love,
leremy

Email to a friend
3H Tam Chi Fai, Lisa

Dear Amy,

How are you doing at school? You're a good student so you
must be doing great. For me, | think I'm doing OK. | would like to
share with you something about my school life.

Last week, we had a new teacher in our schoal. Her name
was Miss Siu. Unfortunately, my classmates behaved very badly in
her first class.

We were having a writing lesson. Clive and Perry, two boys
sitting right in front of Miss Siu, were talking with each other constantly. The boy who was
sitting next to them, Joe, was sleeping. He snored loudly and saliva was flowing out of his
mouth to his shirt and book. It was so disgusting! In the corner of our classroom, Sean
was talking on the phone. It must be his second phone set, because all our mobile phones
were already with our classmasters. He talked and laughed loudly. Unbelievable! It
seemed like that was not a class but a space for him alone.

Do you think that was all? No. You can’t believe that Bill and Gina were eating in the
class! They had hamburger, french fries and soft drinks. Can you imagine the smell of
those food items in the classroom? | could hardly breathe. But not only that. Anne had
her earphones on and was listening to music. Kenny was reading a magazine. There
wasn’t an English book on their desks!

Miss Siu had been trying to get the students’ attention. Finally she was very angry.
She called the Discipline Mistress to the class who gave the misbehaving students a very
stern warning. Then Miss Siu called the students’ parents to come to the school and talk
with her.

I'm sorry to tell you such a negative story. Next time I'll share more interesting things
of my school life.

Write to me as soon as you can. Tell me something that happened to you recently.
With warm regards,

Betty
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A Complaint Letter

4T Liu Jiaying, Cary

Dear Sir/Madam,

Last weekend | visited your Fitness Club for an exercise
session. The facilities, service and staff made me feel very angry
and disappointed. | am now writing to complain about them.

First, the facilities were not durable and safe. The machine
for push up broke while | was using it. | fell hard on to the ground
and worse, the machine then came crashing down on me! Luckily
my brother was near me so he lifted it off my body. Even then, my
arms and legs were so hurt and the pain lasted for a whole week!

Second, | was deeply disappointed with the service in your Fitness Club. Actually, it
had been bad for a long time but | think no one ever complained about that. Before |
joined, the staff told me that they would give my brother and me a discount. | paid for the
‘Annual Card’ of the Club. When | checked the hbill later, | noticed that no discount was
given to my brother and me. | asked the manager to check the bill and was told that the
Club never gave any discount to customers. | told him that we were promised one and
asked him to solve this problem. He replied that he had no idea what | was talking about —
discount, promotion or promise. Such service is unacceptable.

Third, the staff members of your Club were very rude. There was a lady who brought
her two children and let them play in the resting room. As she went in to the exercise
room, one staff spoke rudely to the children and with a loud voice ordered the children to
get out of the Club. | noticed that the children did not disturb anyone. Instead, it was the
staff who was causing a disturbance by her yelling. She was still angry when she met her
friends and made even more noise reporting to them.

Overall, | am very disappointed with your Fitness Club. The equipment in the
facilities are not durable or safe, the service is terrible, and the staff are rude to
customers. | cannot believe that the quality of any fitness club can be as low as that.

| have been physically and emotionally hurt at your Fitness Club. | wish for my
brother and me to be given the discount we were promised at joining time. If that is
somehow not possible, | would like a full refund of what | had paid. | sincerely hope that
in future others will not encounter similar experiences.

| hope to hear from you soon. Thank you.
Yours faithfully,

Toby
Toby Chan

A letter to the editor
4T Lo Yik Lam, Elisa

Dear Editor,

I am writing to share my view about plastic waste in the
ocean. | hope my suggestions will be to readers as well as policy
makers.

Recently | read a series of newspaper articles which stated
that more and more plastic waste has been found in the ocean. |
think something very bad is happening and it may affect our own
lives. One plastic bag is just a small thing, but the huge amount of
plastic waste that ends up in the ocean may finally destroy our

— ‘ -
- 1

living space.

| think a lot of peaple still do not know what they are doing and what is happening
now. They litter parks and beaches, dispose rubbish into canals and rivers. Soon this will
pollute the sea and ocean, and ultimately destroy the habitat of fishes big and small.
Many fish die because they eat these toxic things we throw. Some survive, but will
become toxic fish! Then when people eat them, they will feel sick and even get seriously
ill. So when we pollute the ocean, we also pollute our own lives.

We must do something now. Everyone should know what they did and are doing. We
should stop throwing rubbish into the sea or anywhere that it can end up in the ocean.
The government should set a rule to prevent such behavior so that the sea will not be
polluted. It may set a heavy fine on people who throw rubbish into bodies of water. In this
way, people will have a deep impression in their minds and will not do such things again.
The fine money that the government collects can also be used to protect the ocean. For
example, carry out regular checks of the seawater quality and remove the rubbish both
on the water surface and the ocean floor.

These are my views on sea pollution. | know it is not an easy thing to prevent it,
especially as there are many other kinds of pollution in our lives. But we still should try
our best to do it. For by doing so, we are not only saving our environment but our lives as
well.

Yours faithfully,
Toby C
Toby Chan
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A letter to the editor
4T Ng Ka Fung, Keith
Dear Editor,

I am writing this letter because | would like to share my
views on the matter of plastic waste in the ocean.

A recent series of articles in your newspaper stated that
more and more plastic waste has been found in the ocean. | am
sure we all agree that this waste had been caused by human
aclivities. The plastic waste includes plastic bags, plastic utensils
and lunchboxes, and they all end up in the sea. Such wastes are
very harmful because they can wipe out the sea animals if they
eat them by mistake or by accident.

Next, these plastic wastes are non-biodegradable or indecomposable, which means
they are extremely not environmentally friendly. Some types of plastic may release toxic
chemicals after a long time in the ocean. Thus, they can easily destroy any undersea
environment.

To deal with the situations mentioned above and improve them, | will suggest here a
few things.

First of all, the government should educate the citizens not to throw any waste into
the sea but only into rubbish bins. We must stop throwing anything into the sea and also
aim at reducing the amount of waste on land.

Second, the government must encourage people to use recyclable bags, utensils, and
lunchboxes, etc, instead of plastic ones. As fewer people use plastic materials in their daily
lives, less plastic waste will be produced. However, if this method does not work, | think
the government should take it to the next level, i.e., increase the levy on a plastic bag.
Simply making the cost higher will make fewer peaple to use them. There is also another
method that the government can use: extend the tax on plastic bags to plastic utensils,
lunchboxes and so on. | am sure that this will result in a large reduction of plastic waste.

To stop the plastic wastes being carried from place to place and ultimately to the
ocean, all national governments should cooperate with each other in order to achieve the
common goal of having no more plastic wastes in the ocean. They should restrict the
human activities that involve sending plastic wastes into the sea and ocean.

These are my views on plastic waste in the ocean and the possible solutions.
Although it is difficult to achieve, we all must do something because the problem is so
serious.

Yours faithfully,
Toby
Toby Chan

Community use of school sports facilities
6T Luk Kin Lun, Andrew

Dear Sir/Madam,
Re: Community use of school sports facilities

| am writing to express my idea about whether schools
should allow the public to use their sports facilities after school
hours. | am not in agreement with this suggestion. Below are
three reasons for my opinion.

To begin with, safety problem is one reason why schools

should not allow the public to use their sports facilities after

school hours. There is no security guard or staff stationed in campuses after school hours.

If members of the public get injured while using a school’s sports facilities, they cannot

ask anyone for help in order to get timely treatment. As a result, their injuries may get

worse than they originally were. Furthermore, if serious accidents happen in the sports

facilities such as the gym, basketball or football court, the media will report them. This

will bring a negative effect on the reputation of the school, which will face a public
relations mess.

The monitoring problem is another big concern why schools should not allow the
public to use their sports facilities after school hours. As | have mentioned, there is no
security guard stationed in campuses after school hours. Without any staff to monitor,
school administrations will not know what members of the public actually do in their
sports facilities. Some unlawful acts can be carried out in the campuses such as drug
dealing, unlawful assembly and so on. Furthermore, the sports facilities may be damaged
by irresponsible users or even vandalized by those with malicious behavior. Although
schools can install closed-circuit television (CCTV) to monitor the goings on, they will find
it impossible to stop the negative behavior and unwanted results.

Last but in no way least, there is an extra financial burden for schools when they
allow the public to use their sports facilities. This is because the usage rate of the sports
facilities will increase multiple times. Thus, the equipment and the facilities need to be
checked frequently, with repairs and replacements being part of an unending process.
Who will bear the costs? The answer is obviously the schools. In addition, schools will
have to find extra budget to hire evening security guards or to install CCTV system to
monitor the public’s use of their sports facilities. This extra burden will be a big distraction
from the educational duties of the schools’ administration and also the Parent-Teacher
Association.

In conclusion, | urge the government and members of the public to focus on finding
other solutions to the lack of sports facilities in our localities.

Yours faithfully,
Chris Wong
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My Role Model
1D Zhang Ka Wing

Do | have a role model? Yes, | do. My role model is my
mother. She is a good mother and she can do anything. She is
hardworking and can do many jobs like she’s running. She
prepares meals for me and teaches me a lot of things.

When | was small, | did not know anything about life or
society. When it was time for me to go to school, she would walk
with me there. When school was over, she would pick me up. On
our way, she always bought snacks for me and food stuff for the
family. Back home, | would take out my phone and play with it.
Then my mother would say, “Do your homework first, quickly!” |
didn't like to hear that so | would reply, “Don’t say that thing. | want to relax with my
phone.” She would give me some time to play and then say “Homework!” to remind me
that it’s time to study. When | did not know how to do my homework, she would sit with
me and help me.

My mother works from maorning to night. Why is she so hardworking? Because she
wants to get enough money to buy books for me and many other things that | need.

When | grow up, | know my mum’s hair will turn white. | know she will still love me
and be happy to do anything for me. She will still want to give a lot of things to me, and all
will be good things.

My mother is my role model. From her | also learn that | need to try to be as good as
our parents. So now | want to say to her, and to my father, “Thank you very much. | love
you both.”

My favourite subject

1H Ng Hei Man, Shirley

My favourite subject is Art.
Because it's really nice.

I think this is fun.
Because | like to draw.

I like this subject very much!

My Favourite Festival
3T Tsui Pui Ki, Angel

Hong Kong celebrates many types of festivals. There are
Chinese, Western, religious and cultural ones. Of all these, my
favourite is the Chinese New Year.

Celebration of this festival lasts 15 days. There will be dragon
and lion dances, family and friends meeting, and of course a lot of
great food such as turnip cake and rice cake. You can see happy
faces and hig celebrations everywhere. These joyful noises
continue all night long and just keep going into the next day.

Another important tradition of this festival which is also my
favourite part is the red packet. It is a small red envelope with money inside, which
married people give to the younger generation. After collecting all my red packets, | can
buy something | really like.

Chinese New Year is a busy time for everyone in my family. We are busy having
family reunion and catching up with friends. Red paper with lucky messages are pul up
everywhere in my house. For me, red packets and turnip cake are what | never want to
miss during this occasion.

After the reunion dinner, my parents would take me to the flower market to buy
something interesting. What a beautiful ending to the day!

In short, Chinese New Year is my favourite festival. It will always be.
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My Favourite Sports Personality
5K Wong Cheuk Him, Rex

There are so many famous sportspersons in the world. All
are physically fit. Some are agile, others are towers of muscles. A
high level of sporting skills plays a big role in the success of a
sportsperson. But the true challenge for an athlete is overcoming
adversity. So Lionel Messi is my favourite sportsperson. He is
living proof of this. He demonstrates the true meaning of
sportsmanship. That is why | want to share his story with
everyone.

Lionel Messi was born on June 24, 1987 in Rosario,
Argentina. He performed poorly in school and did not start playing soccer until his early
teens. His career started in 1994 in his hometown in central Argentina. He was chosen not
because he was the best player. Even though his soccer skills were not special, he worked
hard to learn new things and continued practicing. He persevered and he got excellent
results. He led the Argentina team that became winners of the 2005 FIFA World Youth
Championships, gold medalists in the 2008 Summer Olympics, and runners-up in the 2014
FIFA World Cup. At this moment, he is leading his country in the 2018 FIFA World Cup in
Russia. He is widely considered as the most skillful soccer player in the world. He is the
main player for FC Barcelona and the Argentina national team.

| admire Lionel Messi very much because of his strength and determination. He is a
person who never gives up and never stops trying to imprave his soccer skills. Even when
his legs were swollen, he kept on practicing. He puts a lot of effort into his training.
Though he didn’t win or get instant recognition, he continued to work and do his best.

Personally, Messi has inspired me to be a better person. Even though he did not do
well in school, he did not give up. When he found something that he was very interested
in and good at, he did not let anything stand in his way.

Lionel Messi has lost many games for his club and country but he never lets failure
get him down. He continues to persevere. Watching him on television and seeing him
getting hit or kicked so hard yet become the champion, | am motivated to overcome my
weaknesses. He has made me realized that my problem is not my weakness but my lack of
determination. | should find something that | am good at and work hard on it.

Lionel Messi’s accomplishments and remarkable strength have provided me a
valuable lesson. Sport is not only about our physical abilities but about overcoming our
limitations. | have learned that | need to chase my dreams, work hard and persevere. | am
sure Lionel Messi's inspiring story will give hope and encouragement to you too. He can,
50 Can |, S0 Can you.

My Favourite Sportsperson

5K Wong Ching Chi, Keith

Every generation has famous sportspersons. That is why
there are many of them in the world. Most of them are in top
physical fitness and get a lot of honours in their sports. But there
is one who has remained a favourite across generations. He is
Pele, the GOAT — Greatest Of All Time — the King of football.

Edson Arantes do Nascimento, popularly known as Pele, was

born on 23rd October 1940, in a poor environment of Brazil.

Growing up, he played foothall without a pair of boots. Just a pair

of bare feet, kicking whatever kind of ‘ball’ on the streets. Yet, his

skill shone. At the age of 15 he joined Santos Futebol Clube. Then at 17 he was selected to

be part of the Brazil team for the 1958 World Cup. He dazzled the world with his stunning
perfarmance and Brazil won the Cup. Thus his legacy started.

Pele was a hugely talented forward. He scored 1,283 goals in his career. He led Brazil
to 3 FIFA World Cups — 1958, 1962 and 1970. His body movements, speed and shooting
skills are still awesome today. And they will always be.

| admire Pele very much for his skills and his passion for football. He didn’t have the
build or natural body shape to succeed at the highest level but he overcame this
limitation with his hard work, dedication and passion. He conquered the world with his
skills, which reached heights never reached before, or after.

Pele inspires me that if a problem can’t be solved one way, try another way; when
you don’t have a physical or natural benefit, find your own advantage and work hard on it.

Pele’s accomplishments and astonishing performances never fail to amaze me. |
know | cannot play football like him. Nobody can! What | learn from him is a lesson for
life: | can solve my problems in many different ways.
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My Favourite Sportsperson

5K Wong Yuen Sin, Agnes

There are so many famous sportspersons in the world. Some
of them are extremely physically fit and others are so agile.
Physical skills play a role in the success of a sportsperson but the
challenge for an athlete is overcoming difficulties. So Stephanie
Au is my favourite sportsperson. She is living proof of this. She
demonstrates the true meaning of sportsmanship. This is why |
have chosen to share her story with you.

nJ - Stephanie Au Hoi-Shun was born in Hong Kong in 1992. She

started swimming at 8 years old and didn't think of being a

competitive athlete. When she was 9, she joined a competition
and got a Bronze medal so her parents let her attend a training camp for three weeks. She
still didn’t think of being a part-time athlete, let alone a full-time one. But she kept on
training and now, she is the holder of Hong Kong records in the 200m, 400m, 800m and
1500m freestyle as well as the 4x100m medley relay. Although she sometimes feels tired
of training 4 hours a day, she still enjoys it because she loves putting herself to the
challenge. She helped Hong Kong win medals in the East Asian Games and is a three-time
Olympian— 2008, 2012 and 2016. She was also winner in the 24th Hong Kong Outstanding
Student Awards.

| admire Stephanie very much for her strength and her hardwork. She was still
studying during her swimming training. Yet she could still have strength and motivation to
train for 4 hours a day after school. Although she was a full-time athlete, she could handle
well her academic work. Her performances in both studies and swimming helped her to
get admitted into the University of California at Berkeley. When she started her university
life, she continued her training and represented UC Berkeley in competitions. She is an
amazing young woman.

Au has a deep influence on me personally. She has helped me to be a better person.
She developed well in both studies and swimming. | am interested in both too. Au’s spirit
makes me feel the need to work harder to overcome my weakness. Her life has made me
realize that my problem is my laziness, certainly not stupidity or lack of talent. | should
face it with courage and find ways to deal with it.

Au’s strength and spirit have provided me with a valuable lesson. Sport is not only
about physical abilities but also about how | face problems or weaknesses and what | do
to overcome them. | have learned to choose my dream, work hard and face the
challenges. 15 Stephanie can, | can too.

I am certain that Stephanie Au's story will encourage you too as you try to do your
best in life. She is a totally positive role model. That is why she is my favourite
sportsperson.

My Secondary School

1H Lam Hiu Hang, Mini

| like my new school

Because it's really cool.

| think my class is great

Because of many good classmates.

My favourite subject is Chinese History

| really like to hear the story.

More information can be found in school library
- It is my favourite place to be.

In PE class | love badminton

Although sometimes it’s too hot in the sun.
| hope | can play it on school outing

I’'m excited thinking about that morning.

My first exam will be in January,
| hope | can score close to eighty.

My School Life

1H Tse Cheuk Hin, Daniel

I like my new school

Because it's really cool.

I think my class is great

Wonderful teachers and classmates.

My favourite subject is English

Get full marks in exam is my wish.

| think that is easy

But too much homework will make me crazy!

My English is not bad

So | am pretty glad.

My favourite school facility is tuck shop
For food and drink there | must stop.
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My School Life

1H Tse Hoi Ching, Cherise

| like my new school

Because it’s really cool.

| think my class is great

Because I've many good classmates.

My favourite subject is PE
Because it’s fun and free.
My teacher’s a great lady
She’s good and funny.

My favourite teacher is Ms. Li
Because she’s nice and friendly.
But most of all, you see

She never shouts at me!

My favourite school facility is the playground,
| play with friends and run around.

I think my school’s the best!

Facilities and teachers better than the rest.

My favourite subject

TH Wong Cheuk Ying, Sonia

My favourite subject is Home Economics
It has many cool topics.

| think it is very interesting

| enjoy baking and cooking.

I had heard that this subject

Would teach me a lot about cooking
And also about baking.

These skills are very useful

And make my food more beautiful.

Then my sister told me another thing
That | would also learn about sewing.
But | don't like it, it's very tiring.

Although my friends say Home E is difficult,
I know it’ll be useful for me when I'm an adult.

Restaurant Review
1D Zhang Ka Wing

Last Sunday, my family and | went to Tsim Sha Tsui to eat
Japanese food. The name of the restaurant we chose was
‘Ichiban’. This was a popular restaurant, so we knew the food
would be yummy.

We ordered miso soup, tempura, sushi, chicken skewers,
fried noodles and red bean mocha. Miso soup was the starter. It
¢ tasted fine but was not hot enough. Then came tempura. It was
- e yummy, crisp on the outside and soft on the inside. But we could

not eat a lot because it was little too oily so it was not healthy.

Then we ate sushi. Last year, we went to Japan for a family
holiday and we ate very yummy sushi there. Ichiban’s sushi was good too. | liked the fish
sushi most because it was tasty and fresh.

Our next item was chicken skewers. | didn’t like it very much because it was too spicy
for me. But my mum enjoyed it. After that, we are fried noodles. | think it was good but a
little too salty. Lastly, for dessert we had red bean mocha. | really liked it! It was sweet and
yummy.

When we were all done, my father asked for the bill. The price was $150 per person.
It think it was reasonable. | would recommend you to try this restaurant.
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A Report on Hong Kong’s NEETs

6T Liu Hong Yi, Carmen

Introduction

The intention of this report is to state the reasons for the rising
number of NEETs in Hong Kong and to suggest ways to deal with
this serious social issue.

Situation Overview

Hong Kong is a cosmopolitan city which has huge
N competition with other international cities like Singapore and
i Seoul. So, every inhabitant here is always in high pressure and
unfortunately, this extreme competitive atmosphere leaves some
behind. The term NEETs is used to describe teenagers who are not studying, working or in
training. Surprisingly and sadly, NEETs are rapidly increasing in number and they bring
many ingrained problems to our society. These youngsters spend most of their time
playing computer games and scrolling on their smart phones. They have very limited
communication with their families and friends. Therefore, they erect more barriers for
their own development as well as create lots of problems for the society at large.

Reasons for NEETs' increase
There are a number of reasons for the rising number of NEETs in Hong Kong. Two are
listed below.

1. Parental pressure

Parents place high expectations on their children, who are then reminded of them
almaost on a daily basis. Teens will dislike this nagging and may also find the
expectations unrealistic, unachievable and fearful. Hong Kong as a part of China
means its citizens suffer from the traditional mindset, which is, our kids should be
the best. That's why many parents push their children to join too many tutorial
classes and extra-curricular activities. If they think their kids show signs of
slackness or suspect that they cannot achieve their expectation, they will fight
with them, even using rude words and attitude to insult their kids. If children are
raised in this atmosphere, they will have low self-confidence and poor problem-
solving skills. This is because they seldom receive praise for successful experiences
or positive words of encouragement from their parents. Thus, when it is too much,
they give up and would rather just stay in their room, away from reality.

2. Societal pressure
Hong Kong is called a low mohility city, which means that even though you work
hard, better results are by no means certain. Numerous local surveys reveal that
many university graduates cannot get a job or their monthly incomes are just
between $10,000 and $15,000 per month. It reflects that these young people
cannot use their knowledge to change their lives. If they are from the low-income
group, they will still belong to the group after a university education. On top of

that, they will need to pay extremely high rent for their tiny rooms or subdivided
flats and face inflation in their daily lives. No wonder many young people feel
pessimistic about their future so they lose their energy and hope. Therefore, they
do not want to study or work as there is no hope. The room becomes a refuge
from the terrible world outside.

Suggested solutions
The issue of NEETs should make everyone sit up and be aware of its enormous

negative impact on society. It is urgent that something is done. Below are some
suggestians.

1. Provide classes to help NEETs build up relationships with others
Many NEETs have been staying at home for a long time so they may be reluctant
to talk with others. Some of them may have stopped communicating with families
and friends for a year or even longer so they will find it difficult to interact and
express themselves verbally again. This can also be a barrier for them to start a
new life. The government can offer some classes run by psychologists to help
these people find their confidence before they can return to society.

2. Provide more work training and educational sponsorship

Some NEETs have no money and also no working skills. So this suggestion can
assist them to get ready for study and work. In order to enhance their
competitiveness in the future, they have to develop more skills like organizational
skills, practical skills and time management skills. When they can work in the
future, they will be a valuable addition to the Hong Kong workforce. They will be
able to figure out their abilities in different aspects. This will encourage them to
work harder and aim higher.

Conclusion

The problem of NEETs is a troubling one to the people involved and a very serious
one to Hong Kong society. By implementing the above recommendations, we can start
tackling it and see the situation on its way to improvement. Keeping in mind not just the
suffering of the NEETs and their family members but also the stunning future of Hong
Kong, we should do whatever possible. We have no time to lose.
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Our New School: Speech during English Assembly

Chloe:

Tammy:

Chloe:

Tammy:

Chloe:

Tammy:

Chloe:

Tammy:

Chloe:

Tammy:

Chloe:

Tammy:

1H Choi Hoi Yin, Tammy & Wong Hoi Tung, Chloe

Good afternoon. | am Chloe Wong from 1H.
Good afternoon. My name is Tammy Choi, also from 1H.

Tammy, we have studied here for a few months. How do you feel about this
school?

| am happy to tell you that | love TPSY. | rejoice every day since | came to study
here.

What makes you feel like that?

First, the teachers are so nice. They are like uncles and aunties to us. They are
friendly and helpful. | can ask them a question anywhere, anytime. They also
teach well in the class.

So you can learn well in every lesson?

Yes, | always want to do my best. The classmates and students of TPSY are very
nice. | enjoy competition in class, in the playground, in activities and
everywhere. | also enjoy team work — with my friends, with my class and my
team mates. TPSY gives me this too, like Choral Speaking and Marching Band.

Very nice, Tammy. Can you tell us one more thing?

| also love TPSY because it has a lot of facilities. My favourite is the school
library because after school | can have a quiet place to do my homework. |
really enjoy studying in the library.

Thanks for sharing your feelings with us, Tammy.

You're welcome, Chloe. And what can you say about this school?

Chloe:

Tammy:

Chloe:

Tammy:

Chloe:

Well, I'm glad that | have this chance to stand here and tell you my feelings
about studying in this school. | have been a TPSY student since the start of this
school year. Although the time is not long, | truly feel that the rules and the
wide range of activities have made me improve myself.

Can you give some examples?

TPSY has a good environment for me to learn. It makes me feel comfortable.
The facilities are also very complete so that | can properly develop my abilities.
All the teachers’ guidance and instructions are clear and fun, so they make me
have the joy of learning. The most unforgettable is the singing competition
because our class, 1H, did a very good job!

Yes, | agree. Any more to share?

Yes. | feel joyful studying at TPSY. | can get more knowledge, and knowledge is
my life. Knowledge can help me solve problems. | always believe in a
staterment, “More hard work, more luck”.

This school will grow in us because we will study here for 6 years. | hope we all
will be more actively involved in activities so that our school life at TPSY will be
more fulfilling.

Together: Thank you.
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My Pet

2H Chen Shihui, Ada

Good afternoon, everyone. Let me tell you about my pet.

Pupu is the name of my bird. It is female. It has yellow and
white feathers. My grandfather gave it to me as a birthday gift.

| love Pupu very much and | know it loves me too. We enjoy
spending time together. When | talk, it responds in bird language.
When it is by itself, it likes to play with a ball. | know that it also
likes to watch the sky. This makes me feel that it wants to go out
and leave our house.

Before | left Shenzhen to come to Hong Kong, | made a big decision. | gave Pupu its
freedom. It looked me in the eye for a few seconds and then it flew up to the sky.

Everyone likes freedom. So we shouldn’t take it away from others.

Thank you.

The most meaningful tradition during Chinese New Year

2H Leung Kiera Ho Yee

Good afternoon.

Chinese New Year has many special traditions. One of them
is the giving of laisee in red packets. Married people and the
elderly will give it to children and to unmarried people. But | don't
think collecting laisee is the most meaningful tradition of this
festival.

% In my perspective, having a family reunion dinner and
visiting relatives are much more meaningful. First of all, you don't
often get to have dinner with all your aunts and uncles at the

same time. Since it is Chinese New Year, most people take days off and so as to have
dinner with their families. This is a great time for fun, sharing and bonding.

Visiting relatives is an act of respect. So normally you would go and visit your
grandparents or great-grandparents because you should wish them good health
throughout the year. When you are with them, they are happy because you give them
respect and they’ll think that you still care about them, no matter how old they are.

This is why | think having a family reunion dinner and visiting relatives are the most
meaningful traditions of Chinese New Year.

Thank you.

Speech on Graduation Day
6T Leung Man Ho, Edmond

Honourable Chief Guest, respected guests, Principal, teachers,
parents and family members, schoolmates and friends,

It is a great pleasure for me to stand here and speak to you on
behalf of my fellow graduates. When | received this assignment, |
jumped off my sofa and ran from living room to kitchen, from
kitchen to bedroom, and finally from my bedroom to my parents.
“Your son has been chosen to give a speech as a representative of
his graduating class!” | exclaimed. “This is the best news I've ever
heard!” Needless to say, they shared my joy and excitement.

But as | sat down to start preparing, there was nothing in my mind but questions. What
should | talk about? And who should | include? What if | miss some people who must be
appreciated for their teaching and mentoring? | was in a dilemma because there are so many
people who deserve our tribute, too many experiences and memories to share. Like the inter-
class tug-of-war ... the moments we used 100 per cent of our energy to pull the rope, and on
the sidelines, classmates screaming to cheer us up. We all did our determined best because
we wanted a win! Well, we could only win a silver medal. But what really mattered, then and
now, was the total unity of our physical, mental and emotional powers.

And how about the time we chose our elective subjects? How can we forget the long
hours we spent in the library studying for the DSE? Remember how we'd motivate each other
by saying, “Go for it! Go for 5 star star!”? No matter the result, we certainly did our best,
right? Oh the joyful and sweet times we shared in this school, times that made us brothers
and sisters.

TPSY is a nest, a warm nest that nurtured us with knowledge and moral principles. It is
here that we discover who we really are. Many seasons have come and gone, and they have
made our relationship with TPSY that much deeper. But with the passage of time, nestlings
grow up and reach a stage to leave the comfortable nest.

Hard though it is to accept, we are saying goodbye. Today we are readying our flight out
of TPSY. Today we are taking our first step on to our adult life. Along this journey there may
be moments of hopelessness and loneliness, even feelings of loss and disappointment. But
we will not stay down for long, because we are not alone. Behind us are our parents, family
members, friends, and our school. We will revisit our former nest, where we will be re-
invigorated for the journey.

Today we are leaving TPSY. But we will never forget the place where we studied together
and grew up together. We will always strive to build on the knowledge we received here. We
will forever treasure the values that TPSY imparted to us, especially that “God loves us”. We
will never fail our parents, each other, or our school. We pledge to always aim at serving our
community and the entire human race,

Thank you very much, Principal, and teachers. Thank you, parents; we love you dearly.
Also thank you, brothers and sisters in the graduating class. May God be with us and bless us
with a walk in the sunshine. Adios amigos!
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Minnie’s Day at School

2H Leung Kiera Ho Yee

Read the first part of a story given in the box below.
Then continue telling it untif the end.

Minnie’s Day at School

Minnie is the name of my pet cat. It is not a big cat. It has
beautiful white fur. It has been with my family since it was a
kitten.

= | love Minnie very much and | know it loves me too. Every
afternoon when | get back home from school, it would meow, act
excited, rub itself against me and sit with me as | do my
homewaork or watch television.

Yesterday morning, Minnie did not have the usual look. She
didn’t stand up, wipe itself or eat. | talked to her before | picked
up my school bag but she kept lying down and only looked at me
with sad eyes. | realized that she was either lonely or sick. How
could | leave her alane in the house? It was time for me to leave
or else | would be late far school. So, in a moment, | decided to
take her to school with me.

| knew it was a risk to bring Minnie to school. But | could not leave her like that. As |
was walking to school, my school bag kept on shaking. Minnie was moving around a lot.
My mind was imagining what would happen if the bag kept on shaking in my lessons.

In a few minutes, | was at school. | grabbed my best friend, Abigail, by the arm and
pulled her to the washroom. | told her in soft tones that | had brought Minnie to school
and why | had done it.

Abigail’s reaction was what | had expected. She was like, “Oh my goodness! Are you
serious? What if ‘she’ finds out? You'll be in serious trouble!” And then, “Can | pet her?”

Of course | answered all her questions like it was nothing. But | was most scared of
‘She’, the discipline mistress, Ms. Brown.

The first lesson of the day was Maths, which meant it was Ms. Brown’s lesson. | was
extremely worried if Minnie would jump out of the bag, make sounds, or keep on moving.
That would mean down to the discipline office | go. When the first lesson was over, | let
out a sigh of relief. But then bad news came! Ms. Brown said that for our next lesson she
would be with us because our teacher, Ms. Searson, was sick. “Oh no,” | said to myself
without moving my lips. “Now there are two more chances for me to get caught for

|u

bringing Minnie to school.” Two chances because the next lesson and the one after that
were both taught by Ms. Searson.

During the next lesson, | noticed my bag moving. And | was not the only one! In fact,
the whole class did. Then everybody started talking about it. | heard ridiculous things
from the boys in our class. The noise made the teacher obviously annoyed. However, she
just said "Keep quiet” normally but then everybody started chatting away again. The noise
must have startled Minnie because she began to purr.

Minnie’s purr became louder and Ms. Brown heard! She asked about the naoise. Then
a boy stood up and said in a sweet voice, “| made those sounds, Miss” What an angel!
But in every class there is always one ‘kind-hearted person’. In our class it’s Jacob. He told
Ms. Brown about my bag moving and that the sounds came from it. | shuddered.

Ms. Brown didn’t shout at me, though. Instead, she asked me to let her see the cat.
How’d she guess? | had no clue. She oohed and aahed and said Minnie was cute.

After yesterday’s incident, | started to change my thoughts about Ms. Brown. Minnie
felt lonely and was allowed to have a lot of human friends to play with.

Today, Minnie still feels lonely and wants more friends to play with her. My parents
are thinking of getting another cat to be her play pal. | hope she won't feel upset ever
again, and | can have another pet.
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Minnie’s Day at School

2H Lun Wai Liam, Isaac

Read the first part of a story given in the box below.
Then continue telling it untif the end.

Minnie’s Day at School

Minnie is the name of my pet cat. It is not a big cat. It has
beautiful white fur. It has been with my family since it was a
kitten.

I love Minnie very much and | know it loves me too. Every
afternoon when | get back home from school, it would meow, act
excited, rub itself against me and sit with me as | do my
homewaork or watch television.

Yesterday morning, Minnie did not have the usual look. She
didn’t stand up, wipe itself or eat. | talked to her before | picked
up my school bag but she kept lying down and only looked at me
with sad eyes. | realized that she was either lonely or sick. How
could | leave her alane in the house? It was time for me to leave
or else | would be late far school. So, in a moment, | decided to
take her to school with me.

The first two lessons went by so peacefully. But during the Maths lesson, Minnie
suddenly meowing. | guessed she was hungry so | decided to give her some snacks. As |
was doing that, the teacher suddenly looked at me with tough eyes. He came towards my
seat, took my small travel bag and looked inside.

When the teacher saw Minnie, he was so surprised. Then he asked why | brought her
into the classroam. | explained that my cat was sick so | needed to bring her to school so |
could take her to see a vet after class.

The teacher was very kind. He gave me permission to keep Minnie in the class. | was
so thankful to him.

This teacher in my school loves not only students but also pets.

Minnie’s Day at School

2H Yau Hoi Tung, Heidi

Read the first part of a story given in the box below.
Then continue telling it until the end.

Minnie’s Day at School

Minnie is the name of my pet cat. It is not a big cat. It has
beautiful white fur. It has been with my family since it was a
kitten.

I love Minnie very much and | know it loves me too. Every
afternoon when | get back hoame from school, it would meow, act
excited, rub itself against me and sit with me as | do my
homework or watch television.

Yesterday morning, Minnie did not have the usual look. She
didn’t stand up, wipe itself or eat. | talked to her before | picked
up my school bag but she kept lying down and only looked at me
with sad eyes. | realized that she was either lonely or sick. How
could | leave her alone in the house? It was time for me to leave
or else | would he late for school. So, in a moment, | decided to
take her to school with me.

Out of the house, Minnie starting making the “meow meow” sounds. | guessed she
was worried because she had never been outdoors.

When | arrived at school, Minnie was already asleep. She was very quiet, and looked
very lovely and happy. So | was happy too because | loved Minnie very much.

After the morning assembly at the playground, we went back to our classroom.
Minnie woke up! Then she meowed, and my classmates said, “Meow!” One loud boy said,
“It's so like a cat crying. But our classroom doesn’t have a cat. Ha ha ha!”

“I too heard a cat meowing,” said Miss Chiu. “In our school, no pet is allowed in the
classroom,” she continued strongly. “Whao brought a cat to school?”

Everyone was silent. Minnie was too.
“I ask this question one last time: Who?” Miss Chiu said angrily. | stood up.

Miss Chiu told me to take Minnie back home immediately and then come back to
school. | didn’t regret that action because | couldn’t let my lovely cat be alone when she's
not too well.

If | need to take this action ane more time, | will still take Minnie to school with me!
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An Accident

3H Li Siu Wq, Sam

In recent years, with the wide use of technology and the
popularity of smart phones, more and more people became
‘phubbers’. Unfortunately | recently became one of them. It's the
main reason that led to an accident and | had to stay in hospital
for a week.

Last week, | wore my headset to listen to music. | was

focused on the beat of the music and had my eyes on my phone.

So | didn’t realize that the pedestrian light had changed to red

from green. A car came speeding towards me and hit me. | flew a

few metres before hitting the road surface. But | did not faint. My phone and headset
were broken and their pieces were all around me.

A lot of passers-by and strangers saw this accident. But they all just looked and
stared. Some even laughed at me. Only one person ran to me and said he would help me
call 999. | felt unbearable pain. My legs were bleeding and, my lower body had no feeling.
So | just closed my eyes.

| woke up on a hospital bed. My parents were elated that | regained consciousness.
The doctor was standing there and told me | would have to stay in hospital for a week.
One or two metres away | saw the man who helped me. He came nearer my bed and said
that he was the driver who hit me. He also said that he would pay all the medical bills. |
was so thankful to him because this accident happened due to my carelessness and
stupidity.

Through this accident, | have learned to have a good eye for details on everything. |
have also become more aware of the conditions on the road. | am no longer a phubber.

An Accident
3H Tam Chi Fai, Lisa

In these recent years, there are more and more vehicles on
the road. So the number of traffic accidents has also been
increasing. Two weeks ago, | had an unfortunate experience.

It was a Sunday. At the supermarket, | bought fruit and was
on my way home. Suddenly, the bag came apart and oranges
rolled out, first on to the pavement and then to the road. | ran to
pick them up. But one had rolled into the middle of the road! A
quick glance told me my way was clear so | dashed. But next |
heard loud sounds of a car horn. | looked up and saw a car

speeding towards me.

The car was 50 close to me that | couldn’t move away. “What should | do? I'm going
to be dead!” | thought in despair. The next second, | was hit. But it wasn’t by the car! It
was a man. His great power made me hit the ground hard. Not only this; the force made
my body slip and slide for a few metres. The pain and the fear made me faint.

When | woke up, | found myself in a hospital. Sitting next to the bed was my mother
who was very worried about me. | wanted to move my hand but it caused pain in my
whole body. | closed my eyes and thought about what happened to me. Then | realized
that | was very lucky to have had a strong stranger to save me just in time. | felt deep
gratitude in my heart. | was happy that | didn’t die. When | was told that the stranger was
safe, | felt greatly relieved.

In fact, my accident could have been avoided. No matter what you drop on the road,
don't try to pick it up if the pedestrian light has turned red. It is extremely dangerous to
disobey traffic regulations.

| hope you can obey the rules and be very careful when crossing the road. Cherish
your life and take precautions to avoid accidents.
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Pet owners for an hour

3H Zhang Cho Cho

“Yeah! | have a new pet dog! Wow!” | had a big Smile on my
face.

“Gring, Gring, Gring! Gring, Gring, Gring!” the alarm of my
makbile rang next to my pillow.

“Oh my pet dog,” | moaned as | woke up. “You were only in
my dream!” But if yesterday my Mum had changed her heart, |
would have had a pet dog for real. As | got out of bed, my brain
started recalling the memories.

Yesterday afternoon my sister and | were out shopping. We
noticed a skinny dog with a sad face walking behind us. Actually my sister saw it first. We
were on Fashion Street, going in and out of boutiques. That dog followed us everywhere!
So my sister squatted down and patted its head. | felt scared and loudly said to her, “No,
don’t do that!” But the dog didn’t see us as strangers. It enjoyed my sister’s patting and
closed its eyes.

Suddenly we noticed the time. We had to go back home. So we said goodbye to the
dog and started walking to the bus stop. | looked back, and | saw the dog still walking
behind us.

“I think it doesn’t have a home,” said my sister with a worried voice. “Can we let it
come home with us?”

“Sure. Let’s go, doggie. Come with us,” | said. So we walked along the street, two
humans and one dog.

When we arrived home, Mum said, “Wash your hands, girls, and let’s have ..... What
is this? Oh, a dirty dog!” She got a broom and waved it at the dog, “Get out! Get out!
Dogs are not welcome here. Go! Gol”

“No, Mum, it’s not a dirty dog. It's our friend!” my sister and | said.

“I don’t care! A stray dog should be taken to the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals,” Mum responded firmly. “So take it there before you have dinner. Now go!
Gol”

We really did not have a chance to explain. But then we remembered that Mum
hated dogs a lot. So my sister and | took this skinny new friend to the place that we didn't
want him to be in.

Where has Cindy gone?
6T Liu Hong Yi, Carmen

Today is October 2. After my classes | went back to my
hostel. “Cindy didn’t have any lessons this afternoon, so she's
probably in,” | said to myself. “I feel like going to a pizza joint so I'll
ask her to come with me,” | thought as | turned my key. But when
| closed the door, | found myself alone.

“Cindy must be in the toilet,” | told myself as | put my things
& ! down. But the stillness became more obvious. | looked around
and to my great surprise, all her things were gone. “My
roommate, Cindy, left this morning without a word to me!” my
heart screamed.

I could not believe what had happened. | sat down and tried to calm myself.
“Perhaps she’s renewing all her stuff.” “Perhaps she’s back home for a short visit.”

Suddenly | saw an envelope on the table. | got up quickly.

“Dear Carmen,

I need time to ponder. I'm sorry for leaving you like this. Let’s keep in touch.
Your friend,

Cindy.”

At that moment, | realized that Cindy had left. | fell on my chair and tock time to
accept the fact. One thing popped into my mind: Cindy wanted to study Art. But she had
been studying Law because that’s what her parents wanted her to do. But she always
wanted to be an artist.

In the past few months | had seen Cindy argue with her parents over her studies and
her future. All her family members were either lawyers, professors or doctors so everyone
thought she should naturally be a professional too. However, | knew that she loved art
and always read reference books related to art, not law.

Once, by sheer chance, | saw Cindy crying. | moved close to comfort her and asked
her what the matter was. She mentioned that she was under a lot of stress. She even
pulled out chunks of hair off her head. She felt pessimistic since she could not do the
things that she really wanted. And she hated her family. There was a clear hierarchy in her
family and she had no choice but to toe the line. | felt a little timid but highly concerned
that she might resort to suicide. | tried to make her feel calm and relaxed. | talked with her
about what is beautiful in life. Fortunately, she regained composure and she told me that
she would make a massive choice in October.

Oh October! Today is October 2! One day after the public holiday, Cindy made her
choice. That why she left our room and the university campus!
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To be frank, | do not know what is right and what is wrong. How about Hong Kong,
does it know? Schools and parents only focus their attention and efforts on academic
results. Childhood should be innocent and fun. Youth and learning must be interesting
and fulfilling. But like Cindy, | too have never felt that my university studies delighted or
inspired me, or gave me enjoyment. In Hong Kong we cannot make a choice regarding our
lives and our future. So, what is education?
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