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FOREWORD

Everyone is special, and every young person has wide-ranging innate
abilities and talents. As parents and teachers, we are entrusted with the sacred
responsibility of nurturing the young ones so that they are on the right way

towards realizing their potential.

The academic year of 2021-2022 started with half-day online and face-
to-face schooling. Then the second term saw us finding our feet firmly on the
ground again after the frontal attack of Covid-19. We thank God that even
within these constraints, curricular and extra-curricular activities went full
stcam ahead. Guaranteed was not just the coverage of curricula but also

students’ progress in learning and life skills.

The collection of writing which is now in your hands is one testimony
to our students’ academic progress and achievement this past year. The pieces
included here clearly show their ability to generate ideas, to aptly choose
words that inform, entertain and touch, and to meet the conventions of
different genres. This is highly commendable. Equally so is the effort of
language teachers who day in and day out instruct and motivate every student
— the gifted as well as those not naturally blessed with this specific talent — to
persevere until they all see the sense of writing and get into the habit and fun

of it. Congratulations, students and teachers.

I would like to thank the school’s Publications team for all the effort
that resulted in the release of this booklet, which represents our school and
serves as a milestone for our student contributors. I read with joy the creative
and appealing expressions of our young people in both their mother tongue

and English.



It is my pleasure to invite you — parents, students, colleagues and
friends — to read every piece of writing in this booklet. Present in each of them
is a clear indication of brighter things to come — every student an avid reader
and a prolific writer, well-versed in language arts. This, indeed, is part of our
goal: helping every young person in our tutelage to achieve his or her potential

for the good of the community and to the glory of our gracious Lord.

Let us give our young people and teachers all the encouragement we

can give. Thank you for your continued support.

Lawrence Yu, Ed. D.
Principal
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What is Cosplaying?
5T Tsang Hin Hei, Simon

Cosplaying is a hobby, an entertainment activity, or perhaps even
a daily life style. It enables a person to become one’s favourite
character. As we dress up and make up as our favourite characters, we
have fun and are also able to get more friends. In fact, just yesterday |
made two new friends.

But, from other people’s point of view, cosplaying is only a waste
of time, effort and money. They state that cosplayers do not benefit
anything from the activity. There’s only the making of various kinds of
waste and zero benefits generated. | beg to differ.

Cosplaying actually has a significant number of benefits. For example, you can make more
friends during your cosplay session, just as | mentioned at the start. And here’s a little fun fact:
cosplaying can really heighten your fashion sense. According to a survey done by Japanese
students, cosplayers tend to have a higher fashion sense than most people. Not only that, but
cosplaying also raises your confidence. When | thought of becoming a cosplayer, initially | was
very nervous. | was afraid that people would laugh at me and taunt me saying, “This is gotta be
one of the silliest things I've ever seen” or “What a terrible cosplay!” But when | was in it,
many actually appreciated me for how hard | worked on my costume and even took photos
with me. Since then, I've been cosplaying every week.

The fun part of cosplaying is that you can cosplay, of course, as your own favourite
character. My personal favourite is Bella from the manga titled ‘Blessed War’ in which she is
the main protagonist. | remember arriving at the venue and seeing other people who cosplay
as other characters from the same manga. As they approached me, they spoke some lines that
their characters uttered in the manga, and | did the same thing to them! Communication was
taken to a higher level. | realize that for most people this would appear pretty weird. But for
me and my fellow cosplayers, this is why cosplaying is so enjoyable and one of the reasons why
| love it very much.

Last but certainly not least, being a cosplayer is a very worthwhile experience for the
youths. Although most people who participate in cosplaying are around twenty to twenty-four
years of age, | would highly recommend the hobby to young people of this generation as well
as to future teenagers who can read this article. Believe me, cosplaying is a unique experience.
Not only does it help you make new friends, it also increases your fashion sense and
confidence. Furthermore, it trains you to get into your character or characters. In the process,
it will heighten your ability to understand people around you and have empathy for them.
Finally, it will help you face different problems in society or from society. | remember that two

years after my first cosplay, | tried to get a job. The managers conducted an interview and
asked me questions like why | wanted the job and how | could benefit their company. If | had
not been a cosplayer, my chance would’ve gone because of my original timidity and lack of
confidence. But after two years of experience in this creative thinking and exhilarating activity,
| was able to answer logically and fluently. | got the job thanks to cosplaying, and to all my
fellow players for their constant support and friendship.

In conclusion, cosplaying is a great thing once you understand it and learn more about it.
If at the start you are frightened by even a simple Math question, it will pretty soon give you
enough confidence for literally anything.
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Money Village
6K Chan Sai Tat, Layton

Money Village is an old and highly interesting village in Tai Po.
Read more about it in the paragraphs below.

Life in Money Village 60 years ago

There is a historical background as to how Money Village came

into existence in Tai Po. About 65 years ago, a war broke out across

the border in Mainland China. Lots of Chinese citizens moved away
@ | from their homes and some of them found their way to Hong Kong.

After crossing the border, they chanced upon a wild place in Tai Po.

They saw tall trees, clear streams and rivers, and animals grazing
everywhere. Seeing such an idyllic place, they decided to make it their habitation. Immediately
they constructed homes with stone and sand, materials that were locally available. Then they
started farming and animal rearing. They grew everything they needed for food and daily life.
These people were the first generation residents of Money Village.

An event that changed Money Village

How did Money Village change from then to now? In the past, its residents did not
communicate with any other person outside the village. They led a self-contained life in total
isolation. Everyone had a circle of friends and support within the village. They did not need to
deal with others for food, help or anything. Then all of a sudden, news came that the colonial
government was planning to develop Tai Po and its neighbouring areas. As a result of this
policy, a road came up right next to Money Village. Residents then could take a bus to travel
outside their village and thus also communicate with outsiders. After about a year, they
decided to send their children to schools in Tai Po and beyond. As transport improved, some
residents tried selling and buying things outside the village. The opening of the road by the
government opened this secluded village to Hong Kong and the world. It was an event that
changed Money Village forever.

What Money Village is now famous for

Though preserved as a rural area, Money Village nowadays has not just residents going
about their farming and household chores but also a number of them minding a farmers’
market and shops that cater to visitors. Some people pay a monthly fee to come and
experience farming. Others in the urban areas who like the environment of Money Village pay
to stay for one week or more. In addition, there are strawberry parks where, for a fee, visitors
can pick the fruit by themselves. This activity is hugely popular with couples and families as
they can have a day of great fun and take the fresh strawberry home. In addition, the 60-year-
old village buildings have become a major attraction for tourists and for those who love history.

| hope that your interest in Money Village is aroused after reading this article. You are
strongly advised to go and visit it at least once. By knowing more about the past, we can
appreciate our present more.
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How we can reduce air pollution in daily life

2H Lau Kei Yin, Melody

Dear Editor,

\SAS

d
y

on until the room is no longer too hot then we have just the fans on. The more we use air-

| have perused the article in your paper regarding air pollution. |
was beyond staggered when | got wind of the number of deaths
caused by it. A solution is urgently needed. We all have to work
together and one crucial way is by altering our way of life which will
result in a reduction of the amount of pollutants released into the air.

Firstly, to mitigate this issue we ought to use fans instead of air-
conditioners when it is not overly hot. Or we turn the air-conditioners

conditioners, the higher the need for power and the power plants have to generate more
power by burning fossil fuels. The result is greater emission of air contaminants. Finally, these
pollutants can induce a host of physical maladies including serious conditions like lung cancer.
Therefore, lessening the use of air-conditioners can curtail the burning of fossil fuels and abate

air pollution.

Another way that we as citizens can play a significant role in reducing our carbon
footprint is by taking mass transit rather than private conveyance, i.e., private vehicles or
private hire. Many people in Hong Kong habitually take private conveyance to school, to work,
to worship or to entertainment. This is because they think it is a much faster and convenient
way to get to their destination. But the more such vehicles appear on our roads, the poorer will
be our air quality. Not only do these vehicles use petrol but also there will be a much higher
number of them on the road releasing toxic gases. Therefore, taking the mass transit can
diminish the plethora of air pollutants and will improve air quality.

Last but not least, the cooperation of everyone is needed to palliate this matter. Our
planet cannot remedy itself from the detrimental and wrecking effects of our old habits. It is
time to take collective action before it is too late.

Yours faithfully,
Chris Wong

Declining number of tourists

4T Blaney Cedric Vaughn

Dear Editor,

| am writing in response to an article which appeared in your

- newspaper yesterday regarding the declining number of tourists
\ . 7 visiting Hong Kong. In my opinion, this may bring devastating results
to Hong Kong in a number of ways.

@/ First, the local economy will be heavily affected as tourism is a
; major contributor to its growth. With fewer tourists, some local
enterprises that target their business on these visitors may have to
shut down. No such business can survive on a trickle of patrons or customers. As a matter of
fact, even major business establishments such as Ocean Park will lose money from the

declining tourist arrivals.

Second, the environment may be negatively affected. This may occur because Hong Kong
will earn less money from tourism to be spent on protecting and keeping the environment
clean. Furthermore, some tourists have in the past come as volunteers to help keep our
country parks and beaches clean. But this flow has stopped.

Finally, a culture issue may arise. This is because when tourists visit Hong Kong, they bring
a piece of their culture with them, allowing Hong Kong to be more culturally diverse. Then
when they return to their home countries, these tourists will spread the information about
Hong Kong and its culture. This increases the knowledge and good impression of Hong Kong
around the world. But with the dwindling number of tourists arriving here, the local diversity
of cultures may shrink and the world’s knowledge of our local culture may lessen.

Considering the above negative scenarios, there are a few measures which may be taken
so as to increase the number of tourists coming here. First, the government can increase the
amount of money that goes into making Hong Kong clean. This will help strengthen the image
of Hong Kong and attract more tourists to visit as well as to help improve the environment.
Apart from this, the government can also hold tours for tourists to the local museums so as to
teach them about our local history and culture. Equally importantly, it can seriously consider
easing the travel restrictions.

Another measure is for local people to volunteer as tourist guides. This will not only help
tourists but also make them feel not alienated from Hong Kong. On the contrary, they will have
such a good time that they will make many return trips.
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To conclude, | believe that the government and the people of Hong Kong can do a lot

more to alleviate the issue of declining tourism to our city.

Yours truly,
Chris Wong

Worrying decline of tourist numbers

4T Li Kin Fung, Elvis

Dear Editor,

| recently read an article in your esteemed paper about the
sharp decline in the number of tourists coming to Hong Kong. There is
no doubt that this will bring nothing but harm to our beloved city.

To start with, this development can easily result in the shutting
down of many small businesses in Hong Kong. Mom and Pop stores
throughout Hong Kong face a very dire situation indeed. They struggle
to pay for the infamously sky-high rent and then work out how to
spend the little money they have left to cover all the other expenses. To make things worse,
local residents once loyal customers of these stores, have now abandoned them in favour of
large, chain businesses. The only shimmer of hope for them comes from tourists, who swarm
these places to have an authentic experience of Hong Kong life. But with the fewer number of
tourists, that spark of hope is at risk of being extinguished. If this number continues to
decrease, the closure of small local businesses, some running for decades, will be witnessed in
the near future.

Moreover, the lack of tourists will weaken the image of Hong Kong. For years, this city has
successfully and deservedly branded itself as “Asia’s World City.” One of the main justifications
for this originates from tourists who have always loved travelling in Hong Kong every holiday
season. It would be perfectly fair to say that tourism is one of the pillars holding Hong Kong’s
global image. Lose that pillar and this image will fall like a house of cards. The grand
achievement, a result of sweat and tears, will be gone in a blink of an eye! Through the ever-
falling number of tourists, Hong Kong may entirely lose its unique charm to the world.

Rome was not built in a day, but it was burnt down in one. If the government does not
attract visitors to Hong Kong shortly, the problem of decreasing tourist numbers will evolve to
something much more harmful for Hong Kong. To prevent such a scenario, | present two
suggestions below.

Firstly, the government must relax Hong Kong's strict travel restrictions. These restrictions
may be effective in containing the current coronavirus pandemic, but the practice appears
outdated and brings havoc to the tourism sector. Due to these barriers, tourists choose to
postpone coming here or even avoid Hong Kong altogether. Why not follow the examples of
Singapore opening up travel bubbles to the vaccinated? Right now, the largest obstacle
standing in Hong Kong’s way of attracting more tourists is its rules barring them from entering
Hong Kong. So, the opening up of arrival regulations and procedures is of utmost importance.
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If the relaxation of arrival restrictions and opening of the border do not necessarily
attract tourists, the official preservation of icons of Hong Kong will. What do tourists come
here for? Without doubt, they want to see the neon lights seen in movies set in Hong Kong and
cross Victoria Harbour to see the city come alive at night! So, the preservation and the
promotion of these symbols can easily bring tourists in again. The government can allow
features such as neon lights in specific areas, or in museums should safety concerns be raised.
As for those where preservation in a museum is not feasible like the Victoria Harbour crossing
on the Star Ferry or riding the funicular Peak Tram, the government can directly fund these
symbols. Its agencies such as the Tourism Board can even hold large-scale fundraisers so that
Hong Kong citizens will be able to play a role in the preservation of one-of-a-kind features of
Hong Kong. This way, the disappearance of these cultural items can be prevented and ensure
that tourists will be attracted to visit Hong Kong.

| firmly believe that Hong Kong will see the light at the end of the tunnel and successfully
overcome the problem of a dwindling tourism sector. But if Hong Kong officials do not enact
proactive and effective solutions to our current predicament, Hong Kong will never reach that
light.

Yours faithfully,
Chris Wong

Request for food donation to poor families

4T Tai Marcus Pak Wai

Dear Sir/Madam,

On behalf of the Community Service Club of Tai Po Secondary
School, | am writing to kindly request your supermarket to donate

unwanted food to families in our city who are in great need. While the
food waste problem is getting more serious in Hong Kong, the number
of poor families is also increasing significantly. It is unbelievable and

unacceptable that in an affluent city, so many go hungry.

By donating any safe and consumable food stuff or other daily life items to those in
desperate situation, your supermarket can help reduce food waste and thus create a win-win
scenario here. But that’s not all. By donating food to the families, your supermarket will be
able to gain a noble reputation. The families who receive your donation will spread the word of
your acts of generosity and the whole community will soon look up to you for your corporate
social responsibility. This will increase positive attention on your supermarket and very likely
result in increased sales.

An additional benefit is that your personnel department can save time and labour by
asking the staff to leave the unwanted food in one section of the store. They do not need to
transport it for disposal at a designated point far away. Our volunteers will come to pick it up,

do the sorting and then distribute it to the needy.

By donating food to the poor families, your supermarket can contribute to environmental
protection and the fight against climate change. This is because the food will be in the hands of
those who would otherwise not be able to afford it and not end up in the landfills. Thus you
will have a part in reducing the load of landfills and the production of dangerous methane gas
there.

Your decision to donate food to the poor families through us will be a life-changing one
for the recipients. It will also benefit your supermarket and the environment, and thus the

whole community itself.
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Thank you for considering this request. The poor families will be deeply grateful if your
supermarket can donate food to them. Your thoughtfulness and generosity will make their lives
so much easier. If you have further questions, please feel free to contact me by email at

chriswong@gmail.com.

Yours sincerely,

Chris Wong

Community Service Club
Tai Po Secondary School

Abandoned pets: a social problem

5T Chan Suet Kiu, Sherrie

Dear Editor,

Since the topic of abandoned animals is under the spotlight and

has become such a contentious issue, | am writing to express what |
o et \, feel about the matter. Cute or exotic animals are popular gifts, so |
find it hard to reconcile this with the fact that the number of

abandoned animals increases following major festivals or holidays.

Hong Kong has many festivals in a year. Giving or exchanging gifts
on such occasions is a traditional concept among the residents. This
actually causes considerable stress because many will struggle over which gifts they should buy
that would be suitable for their relatives, colleagues and friends. In addition, they want their
gifts to be unique and memorable. Therefore, often they go down to the pet shop to buy an
animal with no further consideration about it and its welfare. The receivers, on their part, are
excited and taken up by the gift. But soon, the initial euphoria dies and the animal finds itself
in the garbage collection point.

The topic of pets has also become a popular one on social media like Instagram and
Facebook. In order to get a higher number of Likes from other viewers, people will go to the
animal shelter to get one and take it home. Then, these animals undergo pet grooming and
they are dressed in cute, expensive clothes. Finally, they go through photo-taking sessions with
a professional photographer and the owners proudly upload the photographs. Unfortunately,
as the Internet interest on these animals declines, the owners’ interest also becomes cold,
leading them to abandon their pets. As they are not human, these animals cannot survive in
the concrete jungle on their own. Psychologically, they will not trust humans again, and
physically they will get injuries and finally face starvation.

To combat this problem, | suggest both citizens and the government to join hands. Firstly,
the government needs to spread out the information about responsibility to pets and the
unethical practice of abandoning these living creatures at a whim. Secondly, people who plan
to give pets as presents to others need to first ask the receivers whether they want them or
not. This will greatly reduce the rate of abandoned pets. Thirdly, the government needs to
enact a law which will send irresponsible pet owners to jail for abusing the pets and

endangering their lives.
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If the government and citizens can spare no pain on the prohibition of pet abandonment,
this problem will not only decrease but disappear. | am sure this collaboration will be effective.
It is time for us to take action before the problem becomes even more troublesome and does
greater harm to the reputation of Hong Kong.

Yours truly,
Chris Wong

Invitation to be Chief Guest

5T Lau Sai Hin, Raymond

Dear Mr Lo,

| am writing to invite you to join the Open Day of our school, Tai
Po Tai Wo Secondary School, as our Chief Guest. It will be held on 5th
May in the school campus itself from 9:00am to 3:00pm. We recognize

that you, a pop star in Hong Kong, have a lot of things to do, so we will
be truly grateful if you can be present in the earlier part of the day.

For this day, a number of activities are organized, starting with a

meeting in the Hall. Our Principal will give a speech to welcome you

and all the guests. This will be followed by a set of events according to a schedule, including

the introduction of our brand new classroom. As a student representative, | request you to

seriously consider coming. It will be a great honour for us to have you here. Your presence will
make our Open Day so much more enjoyable and memorable.

There are a few things that we really want you to be involved in. First, if you come by
8:45am, you and our Principal can be in the open area so that parents and other guests can say
‘Hi’ or even chat with you. Second, after the Principal’s welcome speech, please deliver the
speech of a Chief Guest. Perhaps you can share with us the challenges you needed to tackle
and overcome on your way to stardom. Without a doubt, this will be very interesting and
useful, and our students will very likely ask you some questions. We in the Student Union will
make sure that all the questions are meaningful ones and will not cause any offence to anyone.
Last but certainly not least, we hope you can stay in the Hall for approximately half an hour
after the end of the meeting since many students will want to have a photo with you.

There are a number of reasons why you are the person we want to invite. First, our
students know about you and | believe many of our guests do too. They are curious about how
you achieved success in pop music and they will listen to every word you say. | hope that this
Open Day will be an opportunity for you to reach out to the audience and enhance your good
image. Besides, many of our students are quite talented in music with wishes to be in the pop
music field in the future. However, some of them just give up easily because of failures in local
contests. If they listen to you, we know they will be encouraged and revived. More importantly,
they will understand that achieving success in the pop music field is far from being an easy
thing. Having you as a role model will motivate them to be hardworking in their daily practice
and cast their vision at the long term.
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We really hope that you can join our Open Day. As one of our school’s alumni, your
impact on that day’s event and the future will be enormous. To confirm your attendance,
simply mail a short response to this letter. Should you have any question, please do not
hesitate to ask me. | look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours truly,
May Chow, Chairperson
Student Union of TPTW Secondary School

On working part-time

5T Tsang Hin Hei, Simon

Hi Matthew,

| heard that you just graduated from secondary school.
Congratulations! | wish you happiness now and always.

I'm also happy to know that you work part-time at fast food

chains whenever you're free, right? And most importantly, that you
really love computer stuff and latest gadgets, something that I've

@ known from the beginning. But the fact is, you can’t just do part-time
jobs. That is why, as your friend, | would like to give you an advice or
two, to help you think about your upcoming future, and about how to
tackle the interviews that you will soon encounter.

First things first. You aren’t sure if you should eagerly pursue a job that you would enjoy,
or a job that you might dislike but offers a stable income. That is not an uncommon
predicament for most people after their graduation, and that includes you. Well, if | were you, |
would find a job that guarantees a stable income. But you might say, “Jimmy, | like this job even
though its salary is kinda low.” I’'m sorry but that’s how it goes. In order to keep your favourite
hobby alive, a stable income is a very important requirement. As you know, your computers
and gadgets will soon become outdated while new ones are barely affordable to you as of now.
So why not have a higher or stable income and have fun with your hobby instead? Besides, if
you have a job that you don’t enjoy, you might learn how to step outside of your comfort zone,
because you will soon learn how to tackle problems and gain experience from it. That way you
won’t have to worry about the same problem next time you encounter it!

Secondly, you want some advice about job interviews, right? Well, you're in luck. | have
many experiences of failure which | can share with you so you’ll know what to do and what not
to do.

When you’re in an interview, make sure that you always have eye-contact with the
interviewers, and a few hand gestures will help you express something as well. You must also
have a clear speaking voice so that the interviewers can hear what you’re talking about.
Remember, do not do the opposite of what | said earlier. It is best to give them a good first
impression, as it is one of the most crucial conditions to gain an offer. What you want to say is
the benefits that you can bring to their company. But do it without bragging, as this will only
gave them a bad impression of you.

Lastly, I'd like to remind you to check your CV and other documents required before
attending the interviews. Make sure that they are handy any time during the interview.

Good luck, and remember what | said!

Best wishes,
Jimmy
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Electric cars: more incentives needed

6H Yim Chun Hung, Ben

Dear editor,

Electric cars: more incentives needed

| am writing to express my views on the topic being discussed in

your paper, namely, reasons for the lack of popularity of electric cars
in Hong Kong.

The problem at hand is that although studies have shown that

electric cars are more environmentally-friendly than petrol-run cars,

less than 3 per cent of all vehicles sold in 2020 worldwide were electric. The data is very much

applicable here too. This is why | want to discuss the reason behind sales of electric vehicles

being so low as well as suggest what can be done to attract more people towards purchasing
electric vehicles.

It is true that the government has introduced various measures to promote electric
vehicles. These include waiving the first registration tax for electric vehicles and setting up a
“Green Transport Pilot Fund” to subsidise the use of electric energy vehicles in the public
transport industry. However, the effectiveness of the measures has not been significant. So far,
electric vehicles are not yet popular locally. | believe one of the main reasons is insufficient
charging facilities. According to figures from the Environmental Protection Department, in late
2020 there were 14,763 electric vehicles on the roads of Hong Kong while the number of
public chargers is only 2,968, a ratio of about five to one, clearly not enough to meet the
demand. How can vehicles for public hire spend a long time queuing for a re-charge? On top of
that, even the charging is time-consuming. As for private owners, due to the absence of
incentives they too are discouraged from installing electric charging stations in their residential
complexes.

Furthermore, the price of electric vehicles is far higher than that of traditional vehicles. In
addition, due to insufficient maintenance personnel, electric car owners can only patronise the
original factory maintenance services. Naturally, this brings about a big increase in
maintenance costs. All these factors suggest that there is still a lot of planning and
development work before electric vehicles reach the level of common use in Hong Kong.

This is why | believe that the HKSAR government should increase the number of charging
locations for electric vehicles and provide more convenient charging facilities such as dedicated
charging places or cheaper charging fees.

If any of your readers has got any questions, | can be reached via the email address given

below.

Yours truly,
Chris Wong
cwongl23@gmail.com
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Need for more student lockers

6T Lo Yu Ching, Hazel

Dear Principal Lee,

| am Chris Wong, chairperson of the student union. This letter
wishes to impress upon you the need to have more lockers in the

school, and perhaps even to provide every student with a locker.

The student union recently carried out a survey about schools
lockers’ helpfulness to students. We find that 87% think that school
lockers will be helpful if they can have them, and the 13% who have
lockers say that they are very helpful. It can be noted that the 13% are
students who have an approved certificate from a doctor stating that
they cannot carry a heavy school bag for a long time. So at present, lockers in our school are
helping a small number of students. We believe that the school should aim at preventing all
students from getting spine problems such as hunchbacks because of the heavy school books
in their bags. Hence, | hope you and the administrative committee will accept our suggestion
to increase the number of lockers in school. This change will bring about several benefits.

First of all, adding more lockers can truly prevent spinal problems in students. | suggest
lockers that can be put in the back of classrooms since classes are of smaller size. Also
nowadays schools implement microteaching so there is much more space at the back. In order
not to waste space, putting new lockers there would be just perfect. They will provide support
for students to have good health.

Second, nowadays many students have serious spinal problems. According to a
government survey, 75% of them get it as a result of carrying their heavy school bags over
considerable distances between home and school, which exert extra stress on their spines.
These problems not only impacts students’ physical health, but also mental health. Pain in the
spine causes students to be unable to focus during class and ultimately lose interest in studies.
To prevent these things from happening, placing lockers at the back of the classroom is the
best action.

In conclusion, adding more lockers in school comes with no con but many pros. | hope
that you can give our suggestion serious consideration. Thank you for your time.

Yours sincerely,
Chris Wong
Chairperson of Student Union

More school lockers for students
6T Wang Yuqi, Yuki

Dear Ms. Lee,

| am Chris Wong, the chairperson of our school’s Student Union.
et J Recently | collected the views of students from different classes on the
M issue of school lockers. | am now writing to express my views and give

some suggestions on this issue.

3 / )
1 That only a small number of students in our school have access
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to school lockers is a well-known fact. But students of all grades need
them so they can have a place to put their books and other materials.
As all citizens of Hong Kong know, students here face massive
academic pressure. The books they need to study are also numerous and students find it
difficult to take all of them home from school every day, and then back to school from home.
Without any doubt, they need places in the school to store their books, especially the ones
they do not need in their classrooms on any particular day. Thus, the solution is for the school
to add more lockers.

In the short term, it may not be possible for the school to provide lockers for every
student. But please consider taking the first steps. There are two grades that need these
lockers most urgently. One is S6 and the other is S1.

Form 6 students need books in their daily study that have accumulated through their 3
senior secondary years. Their desks in the classrooms certainly do not provide sufficient
storage space. Therefore, they need their own lockers most urgently.

As for Form 1 students, they are at a stage of rapid physical growth. They experience
what is called a growth spurt. If there are not enough places in school where they can store
their books, they will have to carry all of them back home. Heavyweight school bags will harm
the development of their spines and stunt their growth. They may thus be uniformly shorter
than the previous generation.

| feel the school can no longer avoid this issue of adding more lockers for students,
especially for those in S1 and S6. Below are my suggestions.

You may be concerned about the locations for the new lockers. We see that every
classroom has a considerable empty space at the back. So the school can check if lockers can
be placed there. Form 6 classes have fewer students than other grades, which is just as well
because these seniors need bigger lockers to store their school or reference books and practice
papers. So | hope the school could consider purchasing lockers of different sizes. Form 1
classes, on the other hand, have more students so | suggest smaller lockers inside the

113



114

classroom or outside like along the corridor. For safety consideration, lockers should be fixed to
the wall. It is possible that these additions may reduce the space for walking or moving about,
but they will contribute much to the healthy growth of Form 1 students.

Apart from the space for setting up the new lockers, the school may be hesitant because
of the expense and whether it has the budget for this purchase and installation. | suggest that
the school charge an annual rental fee for these lockers, say $20 to $50. For students from low-
income families, the school can subsidize the rent or make the lockers rent free.

Another concern may be the security of the lockers. The school should teach students not
to put valuables inside the lockers. The Student Union can help in this area. In addition,
students should lock their lockers with their own locks. This can raise students’ sense of
responsibility and vigilance.

There are many schools in our district that have set up lockers for their students. Our
students here need them too. | sincerely hope that our school will consider changing the
existing policy on lockers and take the first steps.

Yours sincerely,
Chris Wong
Chairperson of Student Union

Top Three family problems that students face

2H Shea Shang Xi, Nicholas

Last week we did a survey about family problems that students
at our school are facing. The results were interesting as well as eye-
opening. Below are the top three.

The most common family problem that our students face is lack

of space. They indicate that their flats are too small with not enough

room if someone wants to have a nap, watch TV or study. As a result,

family members quarrel a lot and everyone ends up making a noise. It

makes our students feel uncomfortable and frustrated. To mitigate

this issue, students are encouraged to keep on requesting family
members to provide them with a quiet environment in the flat when they are studying. If that
is not possible, they are highly recommended to go to the library to do their homework or
study.

The second most common problem according to our survey results is quarrels between
siblings. Our students say that this is caused by the neglect of them by their parents who, they
claim, pay a lot more attention to their siblings. This makes them feel infuriated and lonely at
the same time. To ease this problem, students should make their feelings known to their
parents because they may not be aware that they are treating their children differently. They
should also let them know about the quarrels so that parents will be part of the solution.
Finally, our students can also attempt to communicate more with their siblings to create a

better relationship among them.

The third family problem students are facing is related to money. They report that their
parents have lost their jobs in recent times due to the pandemic. As children, they feel worried
and pessimistic as they do not know what to do or how to help out. One of the ways students
can alleviate this problem is to follow the 30-day plan before buying. The next time they want
to buy something, they should think about it for 30 days. If they still have a desire for that item
after that period of time then they may ask their parents for money to make a purchase.
Finally, students can also make an attempt to find a part-time or weekend job if possible.

To conclude, solving these three top family issues can be challenging, but not impossible.
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Ladies’ Market

5D Tang King Yiu, Jaden

Ladies” Market is one of the most famous local markets of Hong
Kong. It is located on one rather long street of Mong Kok, Kowloon. It
is an outdoor market, so if rain looks likely or if the Observatory says
there is a chance of rain, remember to bring an umbrella with you.

The merchandise at the Ladies’ Market is varied. You can see so

many different things, from earrings and watches to T-shirts and toys.

In addition to these, there are also many unique and funny things that

tourists and collectors love. But | must tell you one important thing.

Although you will see many luxury brands in this market, do not take

them at face value. Instead, be cautious, because they may be fake goods. You must be extra
cautious, for they may look exactly the same as the real products. Once you know that they are
good imitations and you do not have high expectations of these ‘luxury products’, you can buy

them just for fun.

Although some fake brand goods are sold in Ladies’ Market, the knick-knacks that are on
offer are highly interesting and perhaps can be found only in this place. So | really recommend
that tourists who come here from different places visit this market, walk around and take a
look. They may find something they like or keepsakes as mementos of their trip to Hong Kong.
Or even if they have no desire to buy anything, | urge them to go there and enjoy the vibe that
Hong Kong people have created.

Ladies’ Market

5T Lau Sai Hin, Raymond

When you hear the name ‘Ladies” Market’, what pops up in your
mind? | believe most of you will instantly think it is a place where
women browse around and do their shopping. The fact is, this name is
misleading. Yes, it is a market, but definitely not only for women. In

the few lines below | will try to clear this up for you.

The Ladies’ Market is situated in Mong Kok, set on two sides of
one avenue which is divided into three sections: wider, narrower, and
small path. Because the first section is wider, it is therefore brighter.
Thanks to the roof and sun protectors over the shops, the second and

third sections are darker. The small path, in addition, usually has some unknown smells which
become more obvious when you go on a wet day. It would seem that the smells could never
escape from that crowded place. That’s why | think many ladies may not like to shop there.
However, if the setting or environment is not too crucial in your list of reasons for visiting a
street market, then Ladies’ Market is actually a good place to go and have a look.

In Ladies’ Market you can find a wide variety of goods for a cheap price. Basic products
like shirts, toys, fruits and confectioneries are available. There are many types of specialty
items such as accessories, materials for crafts and hobbies, and also worms for your fish tank.
You can even buy a gold watch there, provided you trust its quality. It is rather weird to see
such vastly different types of products in one market. Alternatively we can say that it is being
true to its name. Ladies generally worry over a lot of things and Ladies’ Market contains
different types of goods to help them out of their predicament. So maybe that’s why this
market came into existence — to meet the various needs of ladies, and of all of us. One market
along a single street, with its shops so diverse and seemingly having no interface with each
other. One market that contains all you need, with a layout that is without any particular
reason or logic. Apparently, that’s how ladies like it!
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What | will miss most about Class 6C

6T Chen Shihui, Ada

Time flies on wings of an eagle. Soon we will leave this place
where we have spent 9 hours a day for 6 years.

What | will miss the most about being a student in 6C is our
togetherness and oneness as we strive together for the HKDSE. We

share the dreams and pursue them together. We encourage one
another and cheer for one another. In addition, this is the sincerest
and purest time with no distance between us and no social darkness
around us. Every one of us simply tries to move towards the goals and
receiving support from our peers. Even when sunlight weakens, we
are still sitting in front of our desks studying, with the only sound being of pens moving on our
exercise books. There is no other sound, no other voice.

Every day after our last lesson we remain in our classroom waiting for remedial classes.
Although the pressure on us is immense, we are all happy. After the experience of online
learning, physical classes though early are much more enjoyable. Furthermore, studying with
classmates is much more fun and effective than alone at home. | will miss our face-to-face
communication, games and activities a lot. To be honest, there has been the occasional
misunderstanding among us, but we always value each other and stand up for our collective
honour. I love this class. In my heart, we will always be the best.

A subject that | enjoy studying

6T Leung Ho Yee, Kiera

One subject that | really enjoy studying is Mathematics. It is fun
and challenging at the same time. Apart from getting to solve
problems, | can also lose numerous brain cells in the process!

Maths is a subject that is compulsory so | don’t have a choice but
to study it. I'm sure | won’t need to calculate angles or volumes of
anything when | am out of school or in my daily life when | grow older.
I will most likely use my calculator in my mobile phone whenever a
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also had times when | despise this subject, like when | have to memorize a million different

need arises. Yet, Maths does give me a sense of achievement after
solving a ridiculously hard question. The truth, however, is that I've

formulas for a test or when there are ten sub-questions in one problem. Fortunately, | have a
great teacher who is the most patient ever and hilarious at the same time. He doesn’t mind if
we ask silly questions or ones with obvious answers. He even copes with our forgetfulness. He
jokes around and is open to being made fun of. I'm sure that in the future even if | forget the
formulas that I've learned, | will remember this teacher and Maths will occupy a special place
in my heart. So, this subject will always give me something to reminisce on.
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Life-wide Learning Day
4T Lee Sze Yin, Zephy

Good morning Principal, teachers and fellow students. For
today’s assembly, I'd like to speak on the topic of our upcoming Life-
wide Learning Day.

The aim of Life-wide Learning or LWL is to allow students to
broaden their learning experiences outside school. It will be a great
experience for all, especially those who receive information better via
sensory input.

This year’s LWL Day is called “Calling of the Flowers,” held at

French Fry Gardens. Despite its peculiar name, rest assured that this

place is not a potato farm. It is a newly opened garden, with state-of-the-art technology and a

fun, flowery maze. Within the maze, the first five groups to find our beloved Mr. Chan of the
English Department will receive a handsome prize from our Principal.

There are volunteer positions for this year’s Life-wide Learning Day, just like in previous
years. No matter if students have been to French Fry Gardens before or not, they can still
volunteer. Duties this time will require volunteers to stand at various checkpoints, for example,
for bingo and place chop stamps on the sheets. That’s right, we are bringing the forlorn bingo
sheets back! We have listened to the requests of students, and created a bingo sheet for this
year’s LWL Day.

The Life-wide Learning Day is on 27th June, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Through this event, we
hope students will be able to maximise the state-of-the-art utilities presented before us and
enhance our knowledge of plant biology as well as our plant appreciation. Remember to sign
the e-form before 20th June. If anyone has any questions, feel free to ask me. You can also
send your queries by email to tsy10000@tpsy.edu.hk.

Thanks for your attention. Have a good day!

Tips for schoolmates in S5

6T Chen Shihui, Ada

Good morning, everyone.

| am happy to stand before you today to talk about an English
task that you will be doing soon. That is the School-based Assessment

or SBA. | would like to share with you a few tips based on my own
experience. It is my hope that these can help you to be more
confident and able to get higher scores.

Before you start preparing for your SBA, you need to know which
domain or domains you need to improve, and for this you can refer to
the HKEAA criteria for grading. Next is to understand the ratio in your presentation. In my SBA
script, | kept 30 per cent as the summary of the movie I’'m presenting, and 70 per cent as my
reflection on it. You should also check other rules such as the size of the note card that you can
hold before the camera and how the assessment is conducted. All these will give you
confidence of being well versed with the SBA requirements and thus help you in your

preparation.

Another essential point before you start writing is to have a wide knowledge of the film.
You should be able to talk fluently about it and its various aspects with your classmates, family
and friends. Then make an outline of your presentation and take a few days to think about it.
When you think that you have the best and most effective outline, start writing based on it.
When the writing is done, what you have is your first draft. Keep reading it and make as many
modifications as necessary.

When you think that you have in your hand the final script, you need to practice your
reading, keeping in mind the tone of voice, emphasis, posture, facial expressions, gestures, the
pace and fluency. Ask your friends or family members if they can give you a few minutes to
listen to your speech. Another option is to record your SBA speech once in your mobile phone
and play it back in your spare time such as when you are in public transport (wearing air pods,
of course) or when you do your homework. From various studies, experts have established that
if a person hears something repeatedly, he or she can remember it better. | also have a tip for
when you are making the actual presentation. If you forget some words, do not wear a stuck
look on your face but rather, try to use words that have similar meaning or use a longer
sentence to explain your point. In this way, your presentation will be smooth and perfect.

As | mentioned at the start, these tips are based on my experience. | hope you all have
gained something from my sharing and can get higher scores in your SBA. In closing, please
take your SBA seriously because it will account for 15 per cent of your DSE English mark.

Thank you for listening. Have a great day.
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Watching TV makes us smarter

6T Chen Shihui, Ada

Good morning, everyone.

I am happy to stand before you today to speak in favour of the
motion, “Watching TV makes us smarter”.

Nowadays there are many different types of programs on TV

such as sports, cartoons, game shows, movies, nature shows,
adventure, and so on. Competition in every aspect of life in the city
8 makes people feel a lot of pressure. So, most of them choose to relax
& by watching TV — at home on the big screen or on their mobiles in
other places. Although this can bring some disadvantages, | believe
that they are outweighed by advantages.

Firstly, watching TV is the fastest way for people to get information. The purpose of news
is to enable people to obtain important information. For example, during the pandemic,
people can learn about the latest situation in different regions so as to avoid being infected by
the virus. There is news on TV at fixed times every day so people can keep up-to-date with
what’s happening around the world. And when we watch entertainment programs, their topics
are close to life and most of them incorporate current events into their theme. Viewers are led
to analyze and to have a full understanding of what they see. It follows then that watching TV
makes people smarter.

The second point is the effect of watching TV on children. Children’s programs lead young
viewers to deeper ideas and an understanding of profound truth. It is true that they can read
books for this purpose and reading should be encouraged. But watching TV can be easier,
quicker, more relaxing and can be enjoyed alone or together with family and friends. In
addition, childhood is a period of imitation. If during this period children are allowed to watch
an appropriate amount of informative TV programs, they will acquire more knowledge in a
comparatively short time, expand their viewpoints and increase the opportunity for evaluation
and expression. Therefore, watching TV can make children smarter.

There will be those who will point out that some programs have undesirable elements
and should not be shown to children. | agree that movies or series with violent or pornographic
scenes are bad for young viewers. But if short clips of such elements appear in good TV shows
and portrayed in a bad light, they are a great opportunity for adults to teach children. For
instance, kids can be told that the acts are not worth imitating. Secondly, most programs now
need to be reviewed before they are broadcast on TV. So, watching can not only make older
people smart but also provide children with appropriate real-life education.

These are some of the ways by which watching TV can make people smarter. Certainly
there can be a bad side to it; but the advantages are clear and overwhelming, for adults and
children alike.

Thank you.

Watching TV makes us smarter

6T Leung Ho Yee, Kiera

Good evening, everyone. | stand here today to put forward three
reasons to support the motion, ‘Watching TV makes us smarter’. It is
an undeniable fact that watching television does that to us and

broadens our viewpoint.

| am sure that the opposing team will argue not only that TV
does not contribute to improving our brain power but furthermore,
that it’s a bad influence on teenagers and children. This is because
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may desire to follow through what they see. Such elements are unavoidable, and yes, they may

there are different kinds of programmes that include violence, lust
and crime. Young people may be curious and watch them; then, they

be unsuitable for young viewers. But parents can actually set a password on those channels, so
their kids will be unable to access them. Moreover, TV has channels that are specifically geared
for different age groups, showing educational cartoons for kids or brain stimulating content for
an older audience. Such shows contribute to making young people smarter and through an
entertaining way. So, I'm sure you will not buy what the other side presents.

The second reason to support my stance is that TV provides us with a wide variety of
knowledge — from English grammar to sports and wildlife. It is possible to learn all three at one
time, and still be entertained. The visual aspect of TV makes us remember the knowledge
more, marking this as its major difference from books. When reading non-fiction books, people
will be in the learning mode but can get bored more quickly. With TV, on the other hand, they
are in their relaxed mode and knowledge is sub-consciously absorbed into their brain. People
can learn while being entertained which is different from words on paper. And | must mention
that a person may need to read a few books to get the same amount of knowledge that a 25-
minute show can show. Hence, TV makes us smarter.

Finally, as | briefly mentioned before, watching TV is a form of passive learning and it
contrasts with active learning. The content of TV is also more related to our life so it gives us
wisdom that we can make use of on a daily basis. When people are watching TV, they are
unknowingly absorbing knowledge and it is more likely to be in the long term memory because
we have a visual image and also an audible memory in our brain. What’s more, TV shows us
different skills or teaches us life lessons which can make us smarter. There are also many small
tips and tricks and DIY tutorials. So apart from making us smarter, it also improves our standard
of living.

Allin all, there is no doubt that TV makes us smarter. It broadens our view and makes our
learning more efficient. In other words, it enhances our learning ability. It is, therefore,
necessary to stand with the motion. Thank you.
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Sharing with S5 schoolmates

6T Lo Yu Ching, Hazel

Good morning, everyone. First of all, | have to thank our English
teacher for inviting me to share my experience with you. | have just
finished my School-based Assessment or what we commonly refer to
as SBA. Next year you will have to do the same.

Will you feel nervous when it is your turn? Well, it is perfectly OK
5 to feel that way. | had the same feeling before the start of the task.
'; That’s why | did something dumb.

| knew | had to choose a movie as early as possible. | watched a
number of movies so | could select one that | was most interested in
and had lots of feelings or opinions that | could share. That process

took me about two to three weeks. | needed this long because at that time | also had lots of
UTs and quizzes. As a result, | did not have much time to find the right movie for my SBA. In
fact, | did it only on one Saturday and Sunday. Therefore, | want to emphasize the importance
of preparing earlier.

Even though the SBA can be taken twice, you won’t want to do this. The reason is you are
not allowed to make the presentations on the same film. The two recordings must be about
different films. So after watching some films, | made my first choice and then a second choice
as a safeguard measure in case | needed to go for a retake.

The next step was writing a script that | would use for my presentation. This took quite a
bit more time, like three to four weeks because | had to make a lot of revision and correction. It
goes without saying that improving the script day by day is better than doing it the day before
you have to present.

After making corrections a few times and you feel satisfied with your script, you can start
your serious practice. Every point, every paragraph will take time to master. So please
remember to start early.

| did another wrong thing at this practice stage. | practiced ‘with air’ or blindly, meaning
that | did not use a mirror to see myself. You may ask, “What’s wrong with that?” The answer is
that | had to face the camera but that was not the usual thing for me. In fact, | had not faced a
camera before, ever. So on the day of my SBA, the camera was right in front of me. | had to
look at it and speak to it. | was terribly anxious! Therefore, if you face yourself in the mirror and
speak out in such practice many times, you will not only be able to fine-tune your facial

expressions and gestures but also get used to when the camera is in front of you. Then you will
be fully ready for your SBA and your nervousness will be minimal.

Friends, | am happy that | can share with you these two mistakes that | have made in my
SBA preparation. | hope they can be a useful reference when you come to yours in a few
months’ time. Thank you for listening.
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What happened to me?

6H King Lok Ting, Astrea

My name is Peter and | am a security guard in the museum. | am
new in this job. In fact, yesterday was my first time to be on night
duty. When | took over my shift in the security room, the previous
guard told me to be extra cautious since it was Black Friday.

It’s quite well known that odd things happen on Black Fridays
yearly. But | didn’t heed to what | was told since | was a non-believer

-3 i of superstition. The previous guard left, and 2 hours into my watch |
] L

started to feel sleepy. To fight the feeling off, | walked around and

made sure that all the CCTV systems were working perfectly. Then | returned to my station.

How long after that | don’t know, but | fell asleep on the table!

What | remember is that | had a nightmare, I'd become a ghost and no one could see or
touch me. The feeling was of incredible loneliness. | started to dig into why I'd become a ghost.
It turned out that | was dead because somebody had killed me. | then saw my parents
mourning my death. It hurt me terribly. This was followed by a very loud alarm. The screeching
sound woke me up but | was unable to ascertain whether | was awake or dreaming. | could not
differentiate between reality and nightmare.

The call of duty found me headed towards the source of the loud alarm to find out what
was going on. As | was walking, my walkie-talkie went off and it started making very weird
noises. | was terrified as | was the only person in that creepy place. | had chills all over my
body. | was terrified since there was no help anywhere and it was nearing three o’clock in the
morning which meant everyone was most likely asleep. | had no choice but to work up my
courage to find the alarm, turn it off and rush back to the security room.

Out of nowhere another alarm went off and as | turned it off, | woke up. At that point |
realized it was a dream all along. | breathed a sigh of relief. | checked the time and it was seven
o’clock in the morning. It's time for me to actually head to work in a shopping mall where | also
worked as a security guard. But here | was on duty with my friends. | mentioned to my
colleagues how | had a dream that was most terrifying. Luckily, all of it was a dream and not

reality.

An opportunity out of the blue

6K Yan King Sum, Terence

Because of my poor exam result and the low income status of my
family, | started to work as a part-time employee at a convenience
store in my locality right after graduation from secondary school.
Although the wage was very low, it was still enough for my simple
daily life. The most important point was that the job required only a
low educational level. For a person without a lofty goal in life but to
eke out a living and not increase the burden on parents, it was a

suitable and satisfactory job.

The chimes of the convenience store rang. “Welcome, sir. How can | help you?” | said to a
middle-aged man who entered in the early morning hours. His attire was very tidy and
expensive looking. On his right wrist, a silver watch was visible. “No one special; just another
rich man,” | said to myself. Yet, | couldn’t shake off the strange fact that his face bore a number

of similarities to my father’s.

“Good morning, Chris, my boy,” he said. | was confused! “I am your uncle who

disappeared 20 years ago. You must have heard stories about me.”

“You’ve got something very wrong, Sir. I've never heard from my parents or grandparents
that | have an uncle,” | told the man as plainly as | could.

How could this man claim to be my uncle? Why did he come to my workplace at this
time? As | was about to ignore him and get back to my duty, | got a message from my mother.
“Please come back home as soon as possible. And bring your uncle along.” | was in total shock!
When | recovered | went in to talk to my boss about taking a half day holiday. Since | had never
taken any time off, he readily granted my request.

“Let’s go home,” | said to the stranger. We exchanged no words on the road. When we got
home, | realized from the way my parents greeted him that indeed he was a long lost relative.
They talked for about 3 hours! | was grateful to see my parents talking so excitedly and looking
very joyful.

“Son, come and join us,” my father invited me to their circle. “This is your uncle. He left
home 20 years ago without a word because of poor school result and a lack of funds to study
further. He went to Taiwan by ship and found a job there. He earned a bit of money and paid
for his university studies. He studied diligently and got a good result. Then he found a high-
paying job in a top company and is there till today.” | could detect a sense of pride in my
father’s voice in addition to happiness. “We’re going to have lunch together to celebrate this

reunion,” he announced.
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| felt surprised when | heard about my uncle’s experience. He got what he yearned for all
by himself. He achieved his goal on his own. It must have been very difficult, for it’s something
impossible for normal people like me. “Uncle, you must be very hardworking, goal-oriented
and brave,” | said to him with admiration in my voice. “But Uncle, | am not like you; | am rather
lazy and give up easily.”

“Don’t be upset, Chris,” my uncle replied. “I have heard that you are facing the same
problems as | did decades ago. If you want to continue your studies and change your life
direction, | promise that | will do anything to help you. You only need to promise me that you
will work hard.”

| was so touched by my uncle’s words and felt a deep gratitude for his sudden
appearance. It was an opportunity that | knew | must grab and use well so that my life will have
a positive change. So right there | promised him that | would do my best always so as not to
disappoint him.

| will never let myself, my parents and my uncle down. My life has started to change. | am
certain that my future will not be like the past or even the present.
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