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FOREWORD

I am very happy to have in my hands another collection of our students’
writing. The 2022-2023 academic year saw us moving out of Covid-19
preventive measures towards more regular schooling. Nevertheless, many
hurdles were still on the way of effective teaching and learning. This
background now adds to the thrill of reading how our young people express
themselves creatively and appealingly in both their mother tongue and

humanity’s second language, English.

It is my pleasure to introduce this booklet to you. The pieces included
here clearly show students’ ability to generate ideas, to aptly choose words
that inform, entertain and touch, and to meet the conventions of different
genres. Though the language proficiency and writing skill are obviously a
work in progress, these written products can not only be enjoyed but even
admired. Congratulations, students! My fervent hope is that you will continue
to learn from your teachers, persist in your effort, and continue to enjoy giving

your thoughts beautiful and clear shapes for winsome communication.

My deep gratitude goes to our language teachers who have done so well
in explaining the uses of, and the skills needed for, writing. You never cease
thinking of novel and effective ways to motivate these young writers. Each
onc of them is special and has wide-ranging innate abilities and talents. You
can count on my unstinting support as you continue to equip and nurture them
so that they are set on the way towards realizing their potential. As teachers,
we are entrusted with this sacred responsibility. I would also like to thank the
Publications team members who put in much time and effort for the release of

this booklet, which fittingly reflects our school.



Students, parents, colleagues and friends, thank you for opening this
booklet. I invite you to read every piece of writing it contains. Present
between the lines in this collection is a clear indication of brighter things to
come — every student an avid reader and prolific writer, a proficient user of the
languages that count. This is among our goals for the good of our young

people and our community, and for the glory of God.

Thank you for your support, and enjoy your reading.

Lawrence Yu, Ed. D.
Principal
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My Dream School

1H Lau Yik Hang, Anson

Schools are second-homes for children. They play a vital role in
shaping a child’s career. Teachers are the key people who help
unlock students’ shyness, hesitation, etc., thereby helping
\ 4 students navigate into the society with ease. A good teacher is

known as the guiding light for students.

The teaching staff should be helpful and co-operative. It is
crucial that they have a friendly approach towards students to
create a joyous and productive learning environment. | think that my school should
have a well-equipped laboratory for all Science subjects. The classrooms should be
properly ventilated and spacious. Other than studies, schools should offer extra-
curricular activities like track and field, etc.

The architecture of the building should be well-designed, consisting of different
facilities for games and entertainment. It should also have a good canteen facility

offering healthy food.

A good school with the help of devoted teaching staff can help to build a place that
nurtures students’ understanding of current as well as traditional cultures to provide

an environment conducive for a dynamic education.

97



98

My Favourite Sport

1H Dar Zoobia

While there are various types of sports that are played

both indoors and outdoors, my favourite one is definitely

»

— =

‘ g hockey.
- A lot of students my age don’t actually like this sport.
Most of them don’t even know about it. Hockey requires a lot
of stamina as one has to run a lot and control the ball with a

stick to score. In addition, the goal is not very big and there is a

keeper in front of it.

Hockey is usually played by teams of 11 players each. To win, the teams need to
score goals by shooting the ball into the opponents’ goal. It’s almost like football but
just scoring with a stick instead of a foot. A match is usually about 70 minutes long,
divided into two halves of 35 minutes each. A fun fact about hockey is that it was

developed in Canada. Surprising, right?

Why do | like hockey so much? | don’t generally like sports that involve a lot of
running and chasing, so why? Well, | like this sport because | find it quite a lot of fun,
and | can easily overpower other players. Moreover, hockey isn’t just about running
or chasing; it’s about the ball. The ball makes it extra fun because it is rather heavy
and doesn’t slide so much. It stays in place so | can easily snatch it from others and
then control it. Of course not with my hands!

| found out about hockey when | was just 9 years old. | came across a YouTube
video where ‘Sofia the First’ was playing ice hockey and | was mesmerized. | searched
about it online and got more information. Then my dad told me the most shocking
thing ever. Turned out he knows how to play field hockey and has been playing it for
more than 10 years!

One day my dad took me to watch one of his matches and he was awesome! The
match was so exciting. It was even better than the World Cup! That’s how | got
interested in hockey.

After years of waiting, | finally started playing hockey. | have learned the basics
but haven’t played a competitive match yet. | will definitely be doing that soon. I've
already played with my dad and his friend, and they said that | have what it takes to

be a winner. | am so excited to try out for the team!
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My Favourite Sport

1H Lau Wing Lam, Chloe

| love sports, so it is difficult for me to choose a favourite
one. In fact, | have two favourite sports — swimming and

dancing.

| like swimming because if one day | should get into an
emergency in the sea or ocean, | can swim and survive. In

¢ _ ordinary situations, this sport helps me develop physical
strength, especially the muscles in my arms and legs.
Swimming can train you how to control your breath when you are underwater, so this

can improve your breathing.

Now let’s talk about equipment. You don’t need much — just goggles and a
swimming suit. You can use a swimming cap to prevent your hair from getting wet

but | personally don’t think it works that well.

My second favourite sport is dancing. I've been dancing ever since | was 7 years
old. So whenever | dance, all my childhood memories come back. There are people
who say that dancing is not a sport. Well, they are wrong. First of all, there are skills
that we need to learn and master. Next, we have to move about and exercise every
part of our bodies. It can improve our physical strength and the health of our lungs

and heart. It can also burn fat if you dance long enough.

Like swimming, dancing doesn’t need much equipment, which makes it a very
convenient sport. You can use props related to your dance. | love this sport because |
can dance to my favourite songs, make my own dance moves and nobody will look
down on them. | usually dance alone since | still feel awkward to dance with others.
In time, | will get over this and be able perform in a troupe.

My Favourite Sport
1H Tsang Chun Yat, Darren

Sports are good for people because they can improve our

physical and mental health. If | had to choose a favourite sport,
it would be soccer. The reason | love it is because it is very easy

Q“') to master and it can increase your ability.

Soccer is a team sport played by a team of 11 players
against another team of 11 on a field. The team has one
designated goalkeeper and 10 outfield players. Outfield players
usually specialize in attacking or defending or both. It is a very popular sport all
around the world. The soccer world cup is the world’s biggest extravaganza, watched
by the largest number of people. It is held every 4 years, organized by the football
association known as FIFA. Past tournaments had 32 teams that qualified to
participate, but in the next one there will be 48 national teams.

To play soccer, you need a ball, and wear soccer boots and jersey. There are
some rules to follow. For example, no hands unless you are a goalkeeper, or else it is
a foul. It is the referee’s or coach’s responsibility to monitor safety and fouls. My
favourite soccer player is Diego Armando Maradona. He was an Argentine
professional soccer player and manager. He is widely regarded as one of the greatest
players in history of the sport. He was one of the two winners of FIFA Player of the
20th century Award. The reason | like this player is because he is one of the greatest
players in history and he is my favourite idol.

| first played soccer when | was 6 years old. My aunt bought a soccer ball for me.
At first, it was very difficult to control and aim with the ball. After a few days, a cousin
taught me how to play and | learned how to shoot and defend. Now, | love playing
soccer every few days. | usually play soccer with my cousins outside my
grandmother’s house. | train with them every time and they teach me new skills. We
always have a match after training.
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| think playing soccer can help me keep fit and make me faster. | have met many
new friends. Also, | learned the importance of team spirit as we need to think of a

strategy to win the matches.

If you want to be faster and physically fit, play soccer even if it's difficult at the

start. Never give up.

My Favourite Sport

1H Tsui Cheuk Hang, Curtis

My favourite sport is basketball. | like it because it is an
old iconic sport. | sometimes go out to a basketball court near

my home and sometimes play it at school or the court beside

the school.

Basketball is a team sport. You always go in teams to play,
. or you can go one-on-one if there’s no one else or for a
challenge. But mainly all of us go in teams because teamwork is

better than playing solo.

So what equipment is necessary to play this sport? You need a pair of basketball
shoes and a set of basketball attire — a jersey and shorts. | recommend that you get

them as a pair, not a random mix.

The game has its own rules too. You cannot hit or push the other players or they
may have a risk of injuries. Next, you have a limited time to shoot the ball. There are
skills you need to learn: passing, shooting, blocking, and dribbling. The easiest to
master is shooting. It is one of the most basic skills to know. There are tricks to
master, like slam dunks and 0.1 inch shot. You need to jump and reach out your arm
and the hands with the ball. You need to practice a lot to make a single shot,
especially the 0.1 shot which is a little more devious. You need to have perfect aim
and be close to the net, then jump and throw the ball backwards. It is a lot harder to
master.

| discovered basketball when | was 6. It was very interesting when | tested it out
myself. Dribbling was a pain in the neck back then. The good news is that now, | know
how to do it!

I've learned that team spirit is very important in every game. When | was
younger | considered solo play as better, but I've changed and learned that teamwork

is very important and much more fun.
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My Favourite Sport

1H Calaycay Liam Michael Patonog

My favourite sport is badminton. Games can be played as
singles or doubles, or as team vs. team competition. No matter

how, it is basically a partnership sport.

Allow me to briefly explain this sport. First of all, you will
need a net, rackets and shuttlecocks. If you’ve never played
before, you can start off by simply using your racket to hit the
shuttlecock up and down just so you get the feel of it. There
are two major types of shuttlecocks — one made of feathers while the other is plastic.
Most players prefer the first type because it is better for the game. However, if you
play outdoors on windy days, the plastic one is better as it is heavier so it is less likely
to be affected by the breeze or carried away by the gust of wind.

To start a game, one player from one side must serve to the other side who then
must hit the shuttlecock back to them. But be careful! There are boundaries in the
game, so even if the opponent doesn’t catch the shuttlecock but it goes out of
bounds, you don’t get a point.

Now, let me introduce some tricks to you. When your opponent is at the front by
the net, try hitting the shuttlecock to the back, of course making sure it doesn’t go
out of bounds. That way, the opponent has a higher chance of missing the shot.
Remember to make it difficult for the opponent by placing the ball away from where
he or she is standing.

This sport is better played in the morning rather than at night. At night there is a
higher chance of you hitting someone in the face because you can’t see where the
shuttlecock is going to land. When you serve at the start, don’t hit it vertically as it is
considered against the rules. Instead, hit it horizontally. When the shuttlecock
bounces off the ground, you can’t use your racket to hit it back up as this is also
against the rules of the game. As the ball ‘shuttles’ back and forth, try to vary your
shots. Sometimes you should hit the shuttlecock with power, and at other times use a

gentle drop shot. Then there are times when you should hit it down as hard as you

can. This is called a smash. In this way, the game becomes more intense.

In closing, the reason why | really like this sport is because it can be mastered
rather easily. It can also be lots of fun, no matter playing with family and friends or in

a competition. Finally, it can teach me team work and sportsmanship as well.
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My Dream Easter

1H Sze Yee Hang, Isabella

| haven’t celebrated Easter for a long time because of the
Covid pandemic. So as this year’s festival approaches, | am very

much looking forward to it. My ideal Easter celebration would

be centred around the natural world and the beauty of

springtime.

My family and | would start the day with a sunrise hike
surrounded by blooming wildflowers and the sounds of birds
chirping. We would reach a mountaintop just in time to watch the sun peek over the

horizon, filling the sky with pink, orange and red hues.

After our hike, we would gather with friends and family to go to a delicious
seafood lunch at local restaurants, sampling the catch of the day and savouring the
flavours of the sea. Then as the evening sets in, we would gather around and
decorate eggs using natural dyes that we made from fruits, vegetables and flowers.
We would also plant spring bulbs or seedlings, symbolising the new growth and
potential of the season. After that, we would go on an egg hunt in the park. Everyone
would be having fun and the energy in the park is contagious.

Finally, the last egg would be found. Some people find a few, while others would

have baskets overflowing with colourful eggs.

Overall, this exciting journey will come to an end and soon everyone will say

their goodbyes and | will go back home and rest till the next day.

Top Three family problems that students face
2H Wong Sze Nga
Last month we did a survey about family problems that

students at our school are facing. Results revealed to us the top

three.

The most common family problem that our students face
is, quite unsurprisingly, the lack of communication at home.
This is caused by mobile phones, work and favouritism. Mobile
phones give us the entertainment we seek in the real world,
but they will also cut us off from our families. The long working hours of some
parents make it difficult for them to have enough time to spend with their children.
Then even when they come back home, they might get phone calls related to their
work. Favouritism is when parents favour one child over another. The child that feels
unfairly treated will stop communicating with family members.

The second most common problem according to our survey results is violence at
home. Family violence can be caused by alcoholism, children’s education, and
inexperience. Alcohol clouds one’s mind so even if drunk parents beat their children
up, they won’t remember a thing. Nowadays, school education is extremely
challenging. It is also expensive. So if the children lag behind in their school work,
parents have to teach them personally. As they are already pressured on many sides,
they feel frustrated and this may cause them to take their frustration out on the
children. Younger parents don’t have a lot of experience taking care of children.
When things don’t go smoothly, this inexperience can lead them to abuse their
children verbally, physically and emotionally.

The third family problem students are facing is related to money. This is
especially common now because of Covid-19. Parents have had to take pay cuts and
some may have even gotten fired from their jobs. Others may be in need of extended
medical care. Finally, in Hong Kong we have a high cost of living, and the pandemic
has made it higher. Parents and children have to make changes in their lives, but this
often comes with arguments and anger.
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Some students felt desperate for attention as their parents just pay attention to
their phones when they are together at home. Others felt miserable as they can no
longer withstand the violence happening to them in their homes. Then there are
those who were worried and pessimistic because the parents have become jobless

making them dejected.

For students facing the problem of a lack of communication, | suggest you
convince your family members to have phone-free time at night since that is the time
that your parents are not likely to receive calls. If you feel you are a victim of
favouritism, express your feeling openly and talk honestly with your parents. If you
are suffering from family violence, | advise you to point it out to your parents and
maybe even try to replace their alcohol with grape juice. For those who are not
catching up in class and your parents are teaching you at home with frustration, try
to convince them to get a tutor for you or to find trustworthy relatives to help you.
Finally, students experiencing money problems at home can try to find a part-time
job to help with your family expenses. Regarding money for major medical problems,
| advise you to approach the Social Welfare Department for help.

These three top family problems are very serious and challenging. Yet, it is
possible for us to find some ways out. If we don’t wake up and try, however, they will
just get worse and worse.

The British Experience

3H Tsui Lok Yin, Vincent

Want to escape from the dullness of everyday life? Then
the UK is the best place to be! Last spring, | visited this country

and let me tell you, | had an absolutely marvelous time there!

To kick off my trip, | went to London and got on the

renowned London Eye. | found myself mesmerized by the

5 breathtaking view of nighttime London, taking pictures to
capture its beauty. As | neared the summit, | took some time to

gaze up at the dazzling stars. Getting off the Eye, though, | was hit by a debilitating
wave of motion sickness and | had to sit down for a while to recover. After that | was

able to move on and checked in at my hotel.

The next day | meandered over to the cultural landmark, which is Buckingham
Palace. After discovering pristine antique treasures of the palace, | indulged in some
light shopping and watched the fascinating Royal Guard go about their business. To
finish off my tour, | took a leisurely stroll through the vibrant palace gardens.

Before going back to my hotel, | went over to a quaint district called ‘Little
Venice'. | first explored the area on foot and then switched over to boating through
the canals of the district. A highlight of this trip was the puppet theatre barge, a
floating theatre! They display a delightful assortment of puppet shows. Since | was
feeling a bit peckish, | decided to pop in at a local eatery to enjoy some scrumptious
authentic local food like haggis before retiring for the day.

Overall, visiting the United Kingdom was a wonderful experience. If you are
thinking of taking a trip there, | have to say that you will need to bring a hefty wallet
because expenses add up rather rapidly. That said, | am so stoked to go back next
winter!
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We Can Run

4T Ng Wang Hel, Jason

| was awakened by my alarm at 5:30 in the morning. Today
is the day | had been dreading for a long time!

| got up from my bed and went to the bathroom. | tried to

mentally prepare myself for the rest of the day while | brushed
my teeth. “The event ‘We Can Run’ is taking place today!” | was
nervous and irritated that | had to run against my will.

- =

My friends and | met up at school, waited for the bus, and then took it to the
venue of the event, where we were divided into several waiting areas. | was sitting on
the uncomfortable brick floor of the waiting area when a loud, unpleasant yell
suddenly rang out. It was one of our teachers. She was upset that we weren’t
stretching. | didn’t understand why she had to scream, but it had an effect on us. |
had been telling myself that | had to keep running no matter what, to avoid the
humiliating feeling of coming dead last.

It felt like we had been waiting for an hour before it was finally our turn. | had
refrained from drinking any water during that time since | was worried it might make
me sick. As | approached the crowd, | became increasingly anxious with each step
and the event even felt pointless at that moment.

A loud whistle blew after we had stood at the starting line, and | immediately
began running. | was fine for the first minute, but as | continued running, my lungs
began to feel as though they were on fire. | ignored the drinking stations and kept
running, but | couldn’t see the card station no matter how long | ran. Suddenly, the
card station appeared in front of my eyes. | ran faster and picked up a card. One of my
friends who was initially faster than me started to slow down because he was too
exhausted. | wanted to slow down too, but | continued running.

It felt like | had been running for the entire day. My legs started to hurt and grow
weaker. Eventually, | spotted the finish line. It was finally over. | grabbed a cup and sat
down. | drank the water and slowly walked back to the waiting area. | was drenched
in sweat and | lay down on the floor. To be honest, if based on my feeling at that
particular moment, | would never participate in the event again.

The problem of obesity

8T Li Kin Fung, Elvis

It is no overstatement to say that obesity is a growing
epidemic. In fact, a recent report predicts that half of the world
é will become obese by 2035. In this article, | will probe into 3
major causes for this worrying trend, the harm that it can
. ~ bring, and offer some pieces of advice on how to mitigate the
risks of becoming obese. | will confine my writing to the

personal realm.

Although many factors contribute to the increase of obesity, the first that comes
to mind is bad eating habits. For many of us, we prefer eating unhealthy junk food to
healthier items. This is understandable as the addictive nature of junk food and the
endless advertising from the giant chains make it irresistible to us, despite the fact
that it provides little nutrition and is saturated with oil, fat, and salt. If one develops
poor eating habits and consumes too much unhealthy stuff, the result will soon
manifest itself on the waistline. Not only are people depriving themselves of
nutrition, they are also putting themselves at a higher risk of becoming obese.

Another major cause of obesity is the lack of exercise. Nowadays, most people
place too little emphasis on physical activity. For us students, we devote most of our
time to studies, with the only exercise we do the whole week being at PE lessons in
school! On the surface, physical exercise may seem unnecessary, but neglecting it can
be a catalyst for obesity since the calories you take in everyday are not burnt or used

up.

It is beyond dispute that obesity brings nothing but harmful effects, both short-
term and long-term. One of the more short-term effects is the lowering of self-
esteem. Obese people are often discriminated — in the street, transport, school, and
workplace — for reasons ranging from requiring more space to being “unattractive”.
This constant harassment can cause them to see themselves as ugly and useless,
leading to an extremely poor image of self.
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However, among the many negative effects that obesity can bring, the most
severe of them all is the increased risk of chronic illnesses. It is a proven fact that
obese people are at an exponentially higher risk of getting chronic diseases like heart
disease, diabetes and so on. Evidently, obese people are more likely to have their
health impacted by these diseases, and in more severe cases, have permanent

disabilities or even have their lives cut short.

There is no doubt that obesity brings a host of harmful effects, but this does not
mean that there are no solutions. First, the most direct measure to curb obesity is to
do more exercise. Moderate exercise everyday will not only burn off the accumulated
fat in your body, but also prevent obesity since the calories taken in are being used.
Try taking the stairs instead of the lift if possible, and take a short jog if you have
some free time. If you have the money and motivation, try going to a gym. This can
ensure that you get enough exercise and keep obesity at bay.

Another way to mitigate the risk of becoming obese is to adopt better eating
habits. Instead of frequently eating fast food that is filled with oil and fat, try having a
more balanced diet consisting of lean meats and vegetables. If you find the flavours
of these food items too bland, | recommend going online to look for recipes that
enhance the taste of these same items. The intake of obesity-causing oils and fats can
and should be minimized, reducing the chances of becoming obese.

It is my firm conviction that if we deal with the problem of obesity with folded
arms, it will only grow worse. It is imperative that obese people take decisive action
against the root cause of their situation. Otherwise, their health will be irrevocably
endangered.

Higehiro
1H Tse Tin Yan

Information and credits

The film ‘Higehiro’ is a light Japanese anime. Its genre is

shoujo and romance. It is based on a novel written by

Shimesaba. The film is directed by Manabu Kamikita and Deko
Akae. The music is by Tomoki Kikuya. The studio that produced
) it is Project No. 9. It is licensed and dubbed by crunchy roll
SAKEA Muse Community. Season 1 had 13 episodes and ran
from the 5th of April to the 28th of June 2021. It is believed
that Season 2 is coming soon.

Characters
The two main characters of this romantic comedy are Yoshida and Sayu Ogiwara.

Yoshida’s English voice actor is Alex Holm. Sayu Ogiwara’s voice actress is Jill Harris.

Plot

The story takes place in Tokyo, Japan. A young handsome salaryman named
Yoshida finally gathers up the courage to confess his feelings for his employer and
longtime crush named Airi Gotou. Sadly, he ends up getting rejected so he goes
drinking with his co-worker and best friend named Hashimoto to relieve himself of
his sorrows. While heading back home in a drunken state, he meets Sayu Ogiwara, a
teenage high school girl who asks to stay the night in his place. He lets her in out of
pity and because he is too exhausted to argue, saying to himself that he will chase

her out in the morning.

The next day, the sobered up Yoshida feels confused. So he asks Sayu how she
ended up at his apartment. She reveals that she ran away from her family and home
in Hokkaido and has been prostituting herself in exchange for a place to stay. Now
knowing her background, Yoshida starts feeling bad for her and thus unable to kick

her out of his house. Their living with each other in his house begins ...

As time goes on, we learn about Sayu’s abusive parents and her life on the
street. When she first met Yoshida, she expected him to use her but instead, he
didn’t lay a finger on her.
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The noble Yoshida only wants Sayu to have a regular school life as a teenage girl.
After a few episodes we see Yoshida needing to go on a business trip. This means he
has to leave Sayu alone for a while. The end portrays a heartbreaking scene of

Yoshida leaving.

That’s all there is so far. Waiting for Season 2 with baited breath!

Given: The Seasons

1H Flores Samantha Jordynne

| recently watched a film called ‘Given: The Seasons’. It is

set in a high school in present day Japan.

The story is about a boy named Mafuyu who lost his
former partner, and is looking for ways to accept what
happened and cope with grief. He then finds a friend who is in
a band and this friend’s old guitar helps him in his situation.

This friend’s band mates teach Mafuyu how to play the guitar and his friend
becomes his new partner. Together they perform songs that slowly help him heal

after his loss.

| like this film because it portrays a slice of life rather than pure adrenaline. It has
heartbreaking moments followed by heartwarming scenes about real life problems.

The characters are relatable and lovable.

With such a realistic view of life, Mafuyu, who is grieving, and Uenoyama who
unintentionally helps him get through it, get closer and closer. They still keep their

unique charms while becoming a close-knit duo.

My favourite scene in the film is the time Mafuyu expresses his feelings to his
friend. He confesses that after singing together for the first time, he remembered his
former partner who had committed suicide due to depression, and that he slowly
accepted it after singing about it.

This film is great and very touching. While staying funny and entertaining, it is
able to retain realism and is very relatable. | learned that the characters are named
after seasons as they represent time passing and acceptance of it.

| hope you get the opportunity to watch this film because it is heartfelt and
realistic. It maintains a ringing sound that will give you goosebumps throughout the
story.
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My new school

1H Chan Chi Naam
Hi Peter,

How is your new school? I’'m sure it is nice. Hope that you

\ ' A are enjoying your school life there as | am here.

My school has 7 floors and each one is very interesting.
= The first to third floors have classrooms and toilets. The
classrooms are bigger than the ones in our primary school. On
the fourth and fifth floor are science labs, Spanish language room and cookery room.
The top two floors are my favourites because they hold a pool, a fitness centre and

also a gym. Very interesting, right?

Of all the subjects, | like PE the most. | am the member of the Boys’ Football
Club. We have a meeting every Monday and Tuesday. The first thing is we need to do
warm-up. Then comes the fun of learning skills and practicing them. After that, we

battle each other or just have to sit on the bench and be a sub.

Another subject | like is CIT. The computer room is on a higher floor so | need to
walk up a lot of stairs. Not good, right? In the lessons we can code a lot of things in

Scrath and Mbot. Sometimes we hack each other’s computer! It’s a lot of fun.

One thing | don’t like much about my new school is it’s very far away from my
home. It takes me almost an hour to get to school. | hope | can get used to it. Another
thing, there is some bullying by Forms 4 and 5 students. Maybe it’s their way of
getting to know us better. As for my classroom, it’s noisy when | enter in the morning.

Of course it gets quiet when our class-masters come.
The last words | want to say are thank you for being a friend. Bye for now.

Love,
Chris

What happens after school

1H Tse Tin Yan
Hi Chris,

How are you getting on these days? Hope everything’s

well. I'm doing fine.

Thanks for telling me about your school life. It sounds

_— really interesting! Let me tell you something about my school
7 activities. Every student has to choose at least one club to be a
member of. The maximum is three. I've joined the Drama Club and the Art Club. |

enjoy both and have met so many new people.

Acting is the basic activity in the Drama Club and we prepare to put up plays in
school. | want to be an actor when I'm older so this club provides an excellent
opportunity for me to get started. The members are very serious when they act on
the set. But when they’re free, they love joking around and are extremely friendly.

The school hall is where we usually practice and we meet every Thursday.

Contrary to the members of the Drama Club, those in the Art Club are very quiet
and calm people. It seems to me that many shy students join it because it is very
peaceful and helps them release stress. We meet in the Art Room every Friday.

Besides drawing and painting, we learn about professional artists.

So, the two clubs that | have joined are very different from each other. | am
learning that there are people with different and interesting personalities and with
different types of interests. The one club | dislike is the Mathematics Club. I'm
horrible at Maths, so that explains it.

After school, | also chat with my teachers. All of them are so kind and
supportive! It’s such an honour to be taught by them. In their own areas and ways,

they are all highly knowledgeable.

Another after-school activity that | am involved in is cleaning the classroom to
offer the janitor a helping hand. He is a super kind person! | love chatting with him
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while doing the cleaning work. Sometimes | have to wait for my friends to finish their
after-school activities and then we walk to the MTR station together. There are also
days when | go the library to read books. I'm not sure if your school has this book

titled ‘Dog man’. The plot is hilarious and incredible!

Compared to our time in primary school, my after-school routine is now a lot

more complicated. But | don’t mind it at all!

Anyways, Chris, I’'m so glad we’re staying in touch. There’s a lot more that | want
to talk to you about. Let’s chat on the phone sometimes. You can give me a voice or

video call, either one is fine.

Have a lovely day and best of luck to you. Looking forward to hearing from you

again.

Bye now,
Larry

What happens after school

1H Flores Samantha Jordynne
Dear Chris,

Happy to hear that you’re doing well. I'm not doing too

badly myself. Your school life also sounds interesting.

I’'m pretty settled in my school activities. After school | like
L) . to go straight home, which I'm able to do most of the time.
Once a week, though, | stay back because | have joined an
after-school activity on simple programming. It’s the RO1 Microbit Programming Club.
As the name suggests, it’s about programming the microbit robots that we make.
Though we rarely do manual coding, we do have to sequence some commands. It’s

pretty fun and unique compared to the other ECA classes after school.

The club meets every Thursday. In our last meeting, we finished a project on a
computer called ‘Quiz Machine’. It’s a tiny invention that has two buttons to be
operated by two people respectively, like a game show buzzer. Building it was rather
simple, but the programming was stuffed with more commands than | expected. We
didn’t start a new project after this as Christmas holidays came soon after and the

Lunar New Year break isn’t too far behind.

I’'m hoping that the next project will be interesting and also funny. As the first
class is coming soon, | need to do more research into the rules of sequencing. That

said, | should probably borrow a book about it from the library.

Speaking of the library, | sometimes go there after classes have ended to borrow
some books. | haven’t been there too often this month, though, as | need to look
after my sister. | plan to go there to study, once the holidays are over, and my father

doesn’t need to work overtime.

I’'m glad to know that you have nice chats with your teachers. Unlike you, | don’t
really talk to my teachers directly after school. | usually just text them or go on to

their social media accounts.
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So, in conclusion, | don’t do much after school compared to you. And honestly,
the programming class is quite enough for me. It may be boring for others but | quite
enjoy it. Most of all, | enjoy a more quiet time after school as school itself is pretty

hectic.

Well, Chris, that concludes my side of the story. Very pleased to hear from you

again after our primary school graduation. Maybe we can meet during the holidays?

Bye for now! Eagerly awaiting your response!

Best wishes,
Larry

Getting along with family members

2H Chu Michael Allen Manzano

Dear Kate,

Thank you for your letter. I’'m sorry that you’re feeling low.

It can be tough struggling to get along with family members. |

hope my advice below will be helpful to you.

@ You mentioned that you were concerned about a lack of
communication with your parents. In this case, you should start

a conversation with them and express yourself sincerely. This can make them
understand how you feel. It will make them think and can potentially get them to
start spending more time with you. You also said that your parents are glued to their
phones. Perhaps you can suggest having gadget-free evenings, with everyone turning
off their mobile phones at 6pm. Then you all come to the dinner table to enjoy eating

together and talking about your day’s experiences or any current event.

Regarding your problem of not having enough pocket money, | suggest that you
get a part-time job that will help you earn a bit of money. You should spend your
earnings wisely and keep the urge to buy under control. Buy only the things that you

need, not the things that you want.

When it comes to quarrels with siblings, why not have some commonly agreed
rules with your brother? He probably just wants to spend more time with you, so if
he has been well behaved, you should reward him by playing with him. | know you
don’t want to talk to your parents about this, but | think you at least need to let them
know. Maybe then they will have a talk with your brother and address this problem.

I’'m sure your situation will get better soon. Let me know how everything goes.
Good luck!

Best wishes,
Chris
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Restaurant Review

1H Chu Lai Yin Rebecca

Name of restaurant: Sam Yu Fusion Restaurant
Location: 303 New Town Centre, Shatin, NT
Price: S500

A Type of food: Japanese

Taste: ¥ ¢ A %

>

Decorations: v v ¥ 7

t

g

Service: ¢ ¥ Ve v ¥

Price: ¢ Y ¥ ¥

Recently | went to Sam Yu Fusion Restaurant with a friend. Below is a review

based on my experience and perspective.

| must say that when | entered the restaurant, | got a very good first impression.
The decorations were amazing! | was greeted by beautiful art and displays and also
with warm smiles of the workers. | wish, though, that they would do something with

the doors because they looked slightly out of place.

For appetizers, we ordered fruit salad, taro balls and Japanese pancakes. The
salad tasted quite divine and the taro balls were sticky yet delicious. Lastly, the
pancakes were thick and fluffy, exactly the way | like them. The Japanese brown rice
tea was a mild and pleasant drink. Then came the main dish, spicy beef ramen, stinky
tofu and salmon sushi. They were full of flavors! The beef ramen was of ideal portion
and had the perfect spiciness. The stinky tofu was delicious and the salmon sushi was
of impeccable taste. Simply wonderful! Right after that, the long awaited shepherd’s
pie arrived, and it surely didn’t disappoint! It had a rich creamy texture and the taste
was very delightful. The food of this restaurant is a must-try for all food lovers.

The staffs of this restaurant were all kind, helpful and reliable. They were
efficient in their job, gave clear recommendations and served meals quickly. |
especially liked how they went around talking to children and calming down those
who were a bit restless.

Overall, this restaurant is a godsend if you like Japanese food, spicy dishes and
other items in this cuisine. They also have a lucky draw and some diners can win

prizes.

This is all for my review of this restaurant. | hope that you can go and eat there

soon.
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Restaurant Review

1H Dar Zoobia

Name of restaurant: Sam Yu Fusion Restaurant
Location: Shatin, NT

‘ g Price: $1,000

Type of food: Japanese & Chinese

7
) Taste: ¥ ¢ A %
Decorations: v v ¥ 7

Service: ¢ ¥ Ve v ¥

»

=
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g

Price: ¥ ¥ 7%

| went to Sam Yu Fusion Restaurant with my family last week. It just opened and
it is also in our neighbourhood, so we decided to try it out. We went there at 4:30 pm
to try out their desserts because everyone in our estate was talking about them.
When we got there, the staff greeted us with warm smiles and welcoming gifts too!

We felt like we were in an enchanted castle.

After settling down at our table, we ordered spicy beef ramen for my dad
because he loves ramen, then two servings of salmon sushi for me and my sisters to
share. Mom got a stinky tofu, and vyes, it was stinky! After eating those savoury
dishes, we were all craving for some desserts. So we decided to try their most
popular dish — the shepherd’s pie. When it arrived, | looked at it with my mouth wide
open, while my sisters were drooling as they looked at it. As soon as our dad had
sliced it for us, we all dug in. It tasted heavenly! We also got pancakes after that and
they were so fluffy they looked like clouds on a plate.

When we were done, we were still not stuffed enough so mom ordered a fruit
salad for herself and 3 bubble teas with taro balls for us. The taro balls were so soft
and smooth that they just melted in our mouths. | love bubble tea so much, but this
one was extra delicious and refreshing.

As | had mentioned, the waiters and waitresses were very welcoming. They even
gave my little sister a free chocolate bar. They were also very helpful and kind,

especially the cashier. She was so funny and kept joking around with me and my

sister while mom and dad were getting money to settle the bill. All the staff wore a

cheerful look.

Although the price is quite high, | highly recommend this restaurant to all my

friends. | myself will definitely go and eat there again.
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My Dream School

1H Gaucher Nathan Keiz

Hello everyone, welcome to my dream school. It is called
Hogwarts, a name inspired by the Harry Potter series. In

particular, the one that features a forbidden forest that no one

dares enter because of the presence of humongous man-eating

spiders, dragons and other lethal creatures.

o | As for the different amenities, the tuck shop is
purposefully designed to be farther away from the school

entrance so students can get some exercise in. The sports ground is next to the
grassland mimicking the forbidden forest. At Hogwarts there’s a myth: “Dare throw a

ball into the forest, neither will the ball return nor the person who goes fetch”.

My favorite spot on campus is the library because you can book your own room
inside it if you wish. There are however only 5 of these special rooms that are on a

first come first serve basis.

My least favorite place is the detention room. It is known to be completely
empty and painted the creepiest shade of white. Weird things will happen to any
student that lands up in this room, stuff that is unexplainable. For all we know, asking

too many questions can set you up into a death trap at Hogwarts!

This is all | have to say regarding my Dream School.

Graduation speech

6T Lau Sai Hin, Raymond

Honourable Chief Guest, respected guests, Principal,

teachers, parents, ladies and gentlemen.

| consider it an honour to stand here before you today as a

representative of the graduating class of our school.

Six years ago we entered this school. We were kind of

naive, with no clue about our future, no idea even about why

we had to study. The only thing in our mind was play, play and play. It was beyond us

to understand the importance of learning, let alone of becoming more mature. But

now, 6 years later, we have become young adults with a clear path and direction in

mind, fighting for our dreams with diligence and the skills acquired. These big

changes surprise my fellow graduates and me, but we know well that they all can be
attributed to Tai Po Sam Yuk.

The school has provided us with plenty of resources for learning, which helped
us do better and better in academic aspects. When we were in Form 1, many of us
were weak in English and my performance was among the worst. Reading a single
English word was a tough obstacle. It made me think that it would always be that
way. But then, the school organized a special class for us and we soon got to Basic
English level, and even got good scores in IELTS. Step by step, TPSY succeeded in
helping us gain confidence and a sense of accomplishment.

Besides imparting us with knowledge, Sam Yuk molds our character and our
personality. It has many clubs for us to choose from, based on our interests. These
helped us discover our aptitude and explore our potential. Furthermore, positions of
leadership taught us skills of interaction, organization, and problem solving. Such
knowledge cannot be learned from books even if you read thousands of them.

Certainly, we in the graduating class have been well nurtured by our school. We
have a whole lot of collective memories from these 6 years together. In inter-class or
inter-school activities, we marched as one, faced our competition bravely and
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achieved one big triumph after another. Of course we had arguments, but always
with mutual respect, and every time the cause was that we wanted to make things
better.

If we graduates have performed rather well in particular subjects, it is all down
to the patient guidance of you, our teachers. From our first day here to the last day of
DSE, we could freely contact you through various means and ask you about anything.
You are always there for us. You are our friends, guides and counselors in our
academic pursuits and also during picnics, class parties, war games, external

competitions and sports events. For this, we will always be grateful.

On behalf of my graduating class, I'd like to close with a tribute to the people
who would do anything for us, bear everything, and go to any length just to give us
what we need. They are the most important people in our lives — our parents.
Sometimes we have so many things to deal with that we are not be able to have
normal sleep. The loud voice and the bright light from our rooms disturb your sleep.
Yet you never utter a word of complaint. Most importantly, you clearly show
unwavering faith and hope in us that the fruit we are striving for can be attained.

Dear parents, we are deeply grateful for all that you have done, and are doing
for us. You clearly show us that your love, care, understanding and trust of us have no
limit. We want to honour you with words and actions, and with our whole being.

My fellow graduates, after this day we may not gather like this anymore. But we
will keep close contact physically and electronically. Tai Po Sam Yuk has given us a
solid foundation and possible dreams. It is time now for us to go after what we are
truly interested in. We may not be geniuses, but | believe all of us have the ability to
become geniuses of perseverance. Let’s keep our diligence and passion and | am sure
that one day, our dreams will come true.

Thank you, TPSY.
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